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PREFACE. 



mtive and attached congregation were 
ing Sabbath after Sabbath at the Bethesda 
I Chapel, Dubbn, and gathering up the 
£of eternal life as they fell from the lips of 
doved minister. One of its members noted 
.own verbalim, for personal use and instruction, so 
.auoh as is presented in. the following sketches of a 
.nerica of disoonrses preached, it is believed, at a 
^ p eriod previously to those which have already been 
given in full to the public. 

' But since those faithful, warning words were 
utttTpd, nrir\ that voice has been unceasingly oc«upied ' 
^witb porf'i;i.t praise above, strange and heretical 
crept in, and the plain, simple, hut 
^i|tatemeut of Evangelical Truth haa 
'uluablc and necessary than ever, since 
he Beformation. The working of 
Jhurch and in the world, but more 
B former, need the exposure of a 
1: and such was Mr. Krausa. 




" Every Christian is in his niche. Some are use- 
ful in prominent stations, whilst others are almost 
in the shade ; but yet, all are profitable to Christ. 
Some are laid on beds of sickness, and think they 
are most unprofitable, whilst they are most profit- 
able. Lying near the Throne of Grace, they speak 
much to God ; they speak to their families, their 
servants, their relatives, their friends. Some are 
called to uBefulness, some to suffer for Christ — each 
is in the niche in which God has placed him, there 
to be profitable to Christ. 

Every good man is a hindrance to evil in the 
world ; he hangs as a drag upon its wheels ; even 
his appearance throws a damp upon worldly people. 
Though he may be a timid man, and not speak — or 
a prudent man, and think it not time to speak — 
whatever may withhold him from speaking, yet he 
is a restraint ; his very appearance is a rebuke." 

Eev. W. H. KEAUSE. 
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An attentive and attached congregation were 
assembling Sabbath after Sabbath at the Bethesda 
Episcopal Chapel, Dublin, and gathering up the 
words of eternal life as they fell from the lips of 
their beloved minister. One of its members noted 
down verbatim, for personal use and instruction, so 
much as is presented in the following sketches of a 
series of discourses preached, it is believed, at a 
period previously to those which have already been 
given in full to the public. 

But since those faithful, warning words were 
uttered, and that voice has been imceasingly oc«upied ' 
with perfect praise above, strange and heretical 
doctrines have crept in, and the plain, simple, but 
imflinching statement of EvangeKcal Truth has 
become more valuable and necessary than ever, since 
the days of the Eeformation. The working of 
Satan in the Church and in the world, but more 
especially in the former, need the exposure of a 
Master in Israel ; and such was Mr. Krause^ 



" Every Christian is in his niche. Some are use- 
ful in prominent stations, whilst others are almost 
in the shade ; but yet, all are profitable to Christ. 
Some are laid on beds of sickness, and think they 
are most unprofitable, whilst they are most profit- 
able. Lying near the Throne of Grace, they speak 
much to God ; they speak to their families, their 
servants, their relatives, their friends. Some are 
called to uBefulness, some to suffer for Christ — each 
is in the niche in which God has placed him, there 
to be profitable to Christ. 

Every good man is a hindrance to evil in the 
world ; he hangs as a drag upon its wheels ; even 
his appearance throws a damp upon worldly people. 
Though he may be a timid man, and not speak — or 
a prudent man, and think it not time to speak — 
whatever may withhold him from speaking, yet he 
is a restraint ; his very appearance is a rebuke." 

Eev. W. H. KEAUSE. 
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An attentive and attached congregation were 
assembling Sabbath after Sabbath at the Bethesda 
Episcopal Chapel, Dublin, and gathering up the 
words of eternal life as they fell from the lips of 
their beloved minister. One of its members noted 
down verbatim, for personal use and instruction, so 
much as is presented in. the following sketches of a 
series of discourses preached, it is believed, at a 
period previously to those which have already been 
given in full to the public. 

But since those faithful, warning words were 
uttered, and that voice has been imceasingly occupied ' 
with perfect praise above, strange and heretical 
doctrines have crept in, and the plain, simple, but 
imflinching statement of Evangelical Truth has 
become more valuable and necessary than ever, since 
the days of the Eeformation. The working of 
Satan in the Church and in the world, but more 
especially in the former, need the exposure of a 
Master in Israel ; and such was Mr. Kraus^k^ 



" Every Christian is in his niche. Some are use- 
ful in prominent stations, whilst others are almost 
in the shade ; but yet, all are profitable to Christ. 
Some are laid on beds of sickness, and think they 
are most unprofitable, whilst they are most profit- 
able. Lying near the Throne of Grace, they speak 
much to God ; they speak to their families, their 
servants, their relatives, their friends. Some are 
called to usefulness, some to suffer for Christ — each 
is in the niche in which God has placed him, there 
to be profitable to Christ. 

Every good man is a hindrance to evil in the 
world ; he hangs as a drag upon its wheels ; even 
his appearance throws a damp upon worldly people. 
Though he may be a timid man, and not speak — or 
a prudent man, and think it not time to speak — 
whatever may withhold him from speaking, yet he 
is a restraint ; his very appearance is a rebuke." 

Eev. W. H. KEAUSE. 
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An attentive and attached congregation were 
assembling Sabbath after Sabbath at the Bethesda 
Episcopal Chapel, Dublin, and gathering up the 
words of eternal life as they fell from the lips of 
their beloved minister. One of its members noted 
down verbatimy for personal use and instruction, so 
much as is presented in. the following sketches of a 
series of discourses preached, it is believed, at a 
period previously to those which have already been 
given in full to the public. 

But since those faithful, warning words were 
uttered, and that voice has been unceasingly oc«upied ' 
with perfect praise above, strange and heretical 
doctrines have crept in, and the plain, simple, but 
imflinching statement of Evangelical Truth has 
become more valuable and necessary than ever, since 
the days of the Reformation. The working of 
Satan in the Church and in the world, but more 
especially in the former, need the exposure of a 
Master in Israel ; and such was Mr. Kraus^^. 
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An attentive and attached congregation were 
assembling Sabbath after Sabbath at the Bethesda 
Episcopal Chapel, Dublin, and gathering up the 
words of eternal life as they fell from the lips of 
their beloved minister. One of its members noted 
down verbatim^ for personal use and instruction, so 
much as is presented in . the following sketches of a 
series of discourses preached, it is believed, at a 
period previously to those which have already been 
given in fiill to the public. 

But since those faithful, warning words were 
uttered, and that voice has been unceasingly occupied ' 
with perfect praise above, strange and heretical 
doctrines have crept in, and the plain, simple, but 
imflinching statement of Evangelical Truth has 
become more valuable and necessary than ever, since 
the days of the Reformation. The working of 
Satan in the Church and in the world, but more 
especially in the former, need the exposure of a 
Master in Israel ; and such was Mr. Kiaxs^fe. 



VI PREFACE. 

And so, believing that his voice might now again 
speak through those long locked-up treasures, the 
Editor humbly introduces this volume, and, in 
earnest, looking to the Spirit's blessing, gives it to 
those who love " the truth as it is in Jesus." It has 
been a labour of love for the " Little Flock " — the 
Blood-bought flock. May the " Chief Shepherd" 
own it and bless it to the edification and refresh- 
ment of His own people ! 

M. E. L. L. 



SKETCHES OF NINETEEN DISCOURSES. 



DISCOUKSE I. 



Ephesians vi. 10-11. 

** Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of His might. Put on the whole armour of God, that 
ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.'' 

These verses descaibe the manner of man which the 
believer ought to be, and the spirit he ought to be of 
— the difficulties and dangers of the Christian's path 
— the provision which God makes for the safety of 
His people through all the warfare of temptation — 
what the believer ought to be under all sense of weak- 
ness, and much sin, viz., " Strong in the Lord, and 
in the power of His might." Not faint-hearted 
because of difficulties, nor depressed because his 
enemies are so great ; but he should be a man of 
courage, and go boldly to work in that courage and 
strength which he receives from his imion to Christ. 
The text also describes some special dangers en- 
compassing the Christian's path. These are called 
" the wiles of the devil." It shows man's inability 
to stand against them ; then follows the exhortation 
to " put on the armour of God," with the encourage- 
ment, " that ye may be able to stand." 
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The fact that this armour is of Grod, tells some- 
thing of the danger. From its completeness we 
learn that it is no ordinary danger for which so 
extraordinary a defence is provided. It is not some 
extraordinary power and agency exhibited as a rare 
occurrence in apostolic times. 

Every private Christian is exposed to these things. 
The devil is more active in the midst of us than 
many have an idea of. Here an awful idea 
suggests itself, even this — that there is no neutrality ! 
If the devil is not harassing you, if he is not against 
you, he is with you ! If you are the Lord's, he is 
against you ; if we are of the world, he is with us. 

The word of Grod teaches us that there are but 
two classes in the world — the children of God, and 
the children of the devil. " In this the children of 
God are manifest, and the children of the devil; 
whosoever doeth not righteousness, is not of God, 
neither he that loveth not his brother." — 1 John 
iii. 10. " We know that we are of God, and the whole 
world lieth in wickedness." — 1 John v. 19. So long 
as a man is not opposed to Satan, he is lying in the 
" Wicked One." 

"Be sober, be vigUant, because your adversary 
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour." — 1 Peter v. 8. The 
adversary has a vast, complicated, mysterious agency 
at work against the Lord's people, which agency 
is expressed in the word " wiles." This same word 
is used in Ephesians iv. 14 :* "That we henceforth 
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"be no more cliildren, tossed to and fro, and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight 
of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in 
wait to deceive." 

These are snares about a Christian's path. The 
devil is too wise to give notice of his approach — ^to 
speak with his own voice, or to present his own 
appearance. He does by subtle methods, or " wiles," 
that which he could not do without them. By such, 
he brought down our first parents from their high 
position. Had he come in all his fiendish character 
before them, they would have been startled at his 
intrusion, it was by the soft accents of the human 
voice that he presented his vile suggestions. 

These snares are laid when, where, and how, we 
little expect. We are surroimded by the wiles of 
this mysterious spirit. He has an actual being — this 
is no figurative matter as some think. Man in his 
best estate was an unequal match for him when he 
came. Man, in his moral wreck, in his guilt and 
misery, has no native strength nor wisdom to enable 
him to grapple with him. God was pleased to leave 
this lesson on record with the church, that man must 
live by faith on the Son of God ; this he needs to 
sustain him all the way. "The Son of God was 
manifested that he might destroy the works of the 
devil." — 1 John iii. 8. We have a traitor within 
our own breasts, an echo to his temptations. 

This sinful nature remains in a believer. There 
is something in. him on which Satan can act. God 
leaves His people to trial, not oi t\ife ^•assi^ ^kss^ ^^ts. 
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degree. Their lot is not that of exemption from it, 
not that of easy seclusion. The Lord makes them 
useful. He puts them in the midst of trouble that 
they may show that He upholds them ; they are 
spoken to as soldiers. Some think that if they were 
free from those things which harass them, they 
would serve God better. If they are the children 
of God, they are in the place in which God would 
have them to be. Therefore, the believer should 
say, " God has put me here, and He will uphold 
me." 

Armour is to protect from blows. A Christian is 
to expect snares ; therefore, he is told to put on the 
armour of God. Its nature and material are divine. 
In Romans xiii. it is said, " Put ye on the Lord 
Jesus Christ." This, as an old writer has remarked, 
is " Christ put together ;" Ephesians vi., is, " Christ 
taken asunder." A Christian is encased in Christ. — 
When he does not know it, he is living below his 
privileges, 'and is exposed to dangers. In 2 Cor. 
xi., Paul feared false teachers ; he puts them down 
among the works of the devil ; verse 14, " Satan him- 
self is transformed into an angel of light. " Sometimes 
the eye, the ear, the tongue, the mind, the imder- 
standing, is unprotected. The devil knows when 
the Christian is not Hving upon Christ. He 
comes in " between the joints of the harness ; " he 
never draws his bow nor sends his arrow at a 
venture, but he knows that the eye is not on Christ, 
that the ear is ready to listen to other things, that 
ihe intelleot is more for the world. Then he gives 
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these plenty to do, and for every part that is 
unguarded he is ready to spread his wiles. 

The Christian will be able, no doubt, to stand in 
this armour; whensoever he is wounded, he must 
confess that he was unprotected — see 2 Cor. iv. 8, 
Psalm xviii. 29-39. Satan seeks to injure the 
children of Grod by making them fall into sin ; if he 
cannot succeed in this, he has often caused their 
backsliding. Many have become deadened by the 
increase of worldliness, and when the soul has got 
into that slippery path he will harass it. He can 
harass and tease God's children. The use we are to 
make of all this, viz. : The power and subtlety of 
Satan should lead us to cautious walking. Beware 
of presumption ; the head gets giddy. Let there be 
gospel walking. Keep fast to the truth, use it every 
hour. Live near to the blood, righteousness, and 
intercession of Christ. Let not anything take away 
your confidence in him. Then can you say, " when 
I am weak then am I strong." 
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DISCOURSE II. 



Ephesians vi. 12. 

*' For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities and powers, against the rulers of the darkness 
of this world, against wicked spirits in heavenly places." 

The text brings us into the mysterious region of 
the spiritual world. There is an army of spiritual 
adversaries opposed at every step against our getting 
what the Lord has given us in the everlasting 
covenant. The text tells us of the difficulties, 
danger, and labour which the Lord's people have to 
endure. All lies in the struggle with this powerful 
band of spiritual enemies. All this force is a well 
arranged instrumentality and agency of him who is 
called the devil. If they were flesh and blood, 
flesh and blood could meet them, grapple with them, 
and be an equal match in power. There is some- 
thing putting in motion this mighty machinery 
against the Lord's people. This hostile host is 
presented in the text under three aspects. 

1st, A general view of the spiritual world. 

2nd, The sway and mischievous control which 
this spiritual power exercises over the darkness of 
the world, comprehending all the vast dominion 
exercised over an ungodly world, directing it against 
the Lord's people. 

Srd, Tiis agfenqy, active, subtle, malicious, is 
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brought to "bear upon the spiritual condition of 
the Lord's people; the extent and limits of it ; what 
the Holy Ghost declares on this subject. 

History is full of instances of the influence of 
the devil upon the affairs of men. There are beings 
in a certain state of organization, actual existences, 
called in Scripture, "principalities and powers." 
The leader of this band is more generally put forth. 
There is nothing in Scripture of the mode by which 
he is what he is, but we gather that he is a fallen 
spirit, that he was not always what he is. The Lord 
tells this to the Jews : " He was a murderer from 
the beginning, and abode not in the truth," &c. — 
John viii. 44. The subject matter of that chapter 
was the work of Christ. Our Lord says, " I beheld 
Satan, as lightning, fall from heaven." — Luke 
X. 18. Some conjecture that the cause of his re- 
bellion was the declaration that the human nature 
should be put into union with the divine nature. It 
is not. improbable that when, it was given out in 
heaven as God's decree, that all the angels should 
worship him, not as Creator and Father, but as God in 
human nature, as the Christ, and that these intelli- 
gences should not only bow before the God-man, in- 
separably united to his church, but also be ministering 
spirits to God's servants ; it is not impossible that on 
this occasion these intelligences rebelled. In 2 Peter 
ii. 4, and Jude vi., there is plain declaration that 
the angels that sinned are reserved unto judgment. 

There is a band of spirits imder the control of 
Satan, "The devil and hia m?^^\a.?' -^^^Hi^* 33:^ • ^- 
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In Matt. xii. 24, he Is called "the prince of the 
devils." There is an order and organization of them 
80 as to constitute a kingdom. Christ says that if 
Satan be opposed to himself, his kingdom cannot 
stand. — ^Lnke xi. 18. These intelligences act with 
unity of purpose. In Mark v. it is said, " My name is 
legion, for we are many ; " and when those spirits 
went into the herd of swine, it is said, " there were 
about two thousand of them." Out of Mary Magda- 
lene there went seven devils. In Luke ix. 1. it is said, 
" Jesus gave his disciples power over all devils." This 
may denote variety of orders among them. Satan is 
called, "the god of this world," also, "prince of 
this world." In Job i. 6. it is related that this 
spirit came into the presence of God. The subject 
under notice was Job. Satan desires to seduce him 
from his integrity, and shows that if provoked, he 
would curse God. He gets a commission from God 
with regard to him and obtains wonderful power of 
control over the elements, against his property. 

The intelligence and knowledge, displayed by 
Satan, are to be observed in the remarkable way in 
which he speaks of the notice he had taken of the 
Lord's servant. He noticed that God had put a 
hedge around him, and had defended hinn from evil 
by His special power. 

In Mark v. and Luke iv. we perceive that these 
spirits had knowledge of Christ. From Job i. we 
learn the activity of Satan, in his active vigilant 
superintendence of the aflfairs of men, to see where 
he can level his arrows against the Lord's people. 
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It is to be borne in mind tliat, after all, he is only 
a creature. Some have gone wrong in forgetting 
this, viz. : that his power is within the limits of 
God's permission. The Lord will let him go on 
until the time when he shall be bound. Then he 
shall be loosed again for a time, and finaUy be east 
down. When told that that human nature which he 
abhorred should bruise his head, the intelligence 
must have been most humiliating. He thought 
within himseK : " If I can only make man am- 
bitious, I have done the work " — " Te shall be as 
gods," was the bait he held out. It was this that 
had proved his own ruin. There must have been 
exultation in his breast, when he had brought down 
that nature which God had decreed that angels 
should worship ; then with what writhing feeling 
must he have heard, when God told him that that 
very nature which he had degraded should bruise his 
head. God delayed the fulfilment of this promise for 
four thousand years. God has not to do with years. 

"What is time ?" says Bishop Beveridge, " nothing 
but a parenthesis clasped between eternity and 
eternity." It is the parenthetical dealing of God 
with us. There is no such thing as time to such a 
Being as God. 

When this spirit was practised in wickedness and 
experienced in mischief toward man, then the Son 
of God came in human flesh. The devil tries his 
power against Him. — 1 John iii 8. Then he put to 
all his force. In this way God was pleased to bring 
out glory to his name. The devH 'ws^ ^■r>a^<^^ ^>3£^ 
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overcome by the humility of that very Being who 
wafi to destroy his power, and that, not by divine 
power visibly exercised against him, but by the Cross. 
Most stupendous is this Kingdom of Ghrace. Through 
death he took away death. — Heb. ii. 14. " Having 
spoiled principalities and powers, He made a show 
of them openly, triumphing over them in it." — 
Col. ii. 15. Through guUt He took away guilt — 
through His becoming the Gmlty One, the guilt of 
His people was laid on Him. The glory of the 
Lord is brought out by establishing the security of 
the church. He identified HimseK with it, because, 
united to Him, it is put for ever beyond the reach 
of the destroying power of Satan. He would have 
His people to triumph over their spiritual adversary 
by Him, thus shewing the stability of the covenant 
which brings glory to Himself. 

What a wonderful provision is made against our 
spiritual adversaries, in the Spirit within, of eternal 
life. He that is loith us is greater than he that is 
against us. Our text leads us further to consider 
the various modes in which Satan acts upon the 
darkness of the world — the vast resources which he has 
in that house of darkness — ^the use which he makes 
of that darkness against the Lord and His people. 

There is no term so frequently used in Scripture 
to describe the ruin brought into the world by sin, 
as that of darkness. 

This term the Holy Grhost has seen fit to use to 

describe the condition of man alienated from God. 

Jt conveys the idea that God is Light, and that the 



THE WILES OF SATAN, ETC. 17 

/ only light is that which comes from God. When 
man is estranged from God, the Word implies that 
he is clouded in ruinous ignorance and discomfort, 
far from Him who alone is the light of the world. 
The natural condition of those on whom the gospel 
rests with its light is that they are sitting in dark- 
ness and the shadow of death. Ephesians v. 8 
speaks of the subjects of darkness as being darkness 
itself. In Ephesians iv. 18 a remarkable expression is 
used, describing the condition of the heathen world. 
The like is also used Col. i. 13, Acts xxvi. 18, 
1 Peter ii. 9. All these passages describe the con- 
dition of man as not knowing God. This is the 
condition of numbers. That man is in darkness, 
whatever may be his attainments, who does not 
know Christ. The only thing which emancipates 
from this darkness is the glorious light of the gospel 
beaming in the soul. 

1 John V. 19 describes the character of the 
unbelieving world not in Christ. This vast mass 
of darkness is the department in which the devil 
ranges without control. The march of intellect 
has, of late years, been one of the most powerful 
agents of Satan. Ejiowledge unsanctified is a tre- 
mendous power in wickedness. 

Until a man knows the power of the Blood of 
Christ, as applied to the consoienccj he is in darkness, 
and is a confederate with Satan against God. Much 
of the knowledge of the present day leads from Christ. 

Three times does our Lord designate Satan the 
" prince of this world," viz. : John xi\» Sl^^^»*^^^ 
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xvl. 11. He is called the " god of this world." — 
2 Cor. iv. 4. The words of the text in our version 
may be otherwise translated by, "The powerful ones 
of the darkness of the age." As regards the havoc 
which the devil makes in the world, and his power 
over the minds of men, 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4, may be taken 
as the text in this department — " If our gospel be 
hid, it is hid to them that are lost : in whom the 
god of this world hath blinded the minds of them 
which believe not, lest the light of the glorious 
gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should 
shine unto them." All cavilling against the Truth 
proceeds from the Evil Spirit. " When any one 
heareth the word of the kingdom, and imderstandeth 
it not, then cometh the wicked one and catcheth away 
that which was sown in his heart." — Matt. xiii. 19. 
When the gospel is preached, and the sinner hears of 
Christ, Satan is busy to catch up the word. When 
the preacher speaks of the power of Christ, of 
His willingness to take away sin, this truth makes 
no impression, because Satan blinds. 

His power of deceiving, described in John viii. 44 — 
" Ye are of your father, the devil, and the lusts of your 
father ye will do." Also in the case of Ahab, who was 
hurried to destruction by an evil spirit — " And there 
came forth a spirit and stood before the Lord and 
said, I will persuade him," &c. — 1 Kings xxii. 21. 

We do not travel long in the history of man until 
we find him so degraded as to sacrifice to devils — 
Deut. xxxii. 17. We have most appalling accoimts 
of idolatry in 2 Chron. xxviii., where Ahaz bums his 
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children in the fire. How rejoiced must the devil 
have been at this ! 

But it was reserved for Manasseh to shew out 
idolatry in all its fall-blown character. He reared 
up altars in the house of the Lord; worshipped 
all the host of heaven, and caused his children to 
pass through the fire. He also observed times and 
used enchantments. He seemed to have been hurried 
into the greatest depths of intellectual ruin, to the 
worshipping of the devil. 

Satan wants worship, and in many parts of the 
world he is worshipped. — Deut. xviii. 10, 11. 
Under the head of things mentioned in these verses 
may be comprehended fortime-tellers, mesmerism, 
table-turning, &c., &c. 

When I am told that physical causes produce 
certain wonderful natural effects, I say to such, 
" You are wiser than I." But when I hear that 
physical causes produce supernatural effects, I would 
say, " There must be Satanic agency, and to meddle 
with these is to tread upon the enemy's territory." 

1 Sam. xxviii. When Saul had brought on him- 
self the wrath of God, and when he went to God for 
convenience. He answered him^not. When he went 
to the devil, he answered him. It was he that came 
up in Samuel's mantle. It could never have been 
the spirit of a good man that said, " Why hast thou 
disquieted me ?" He also taunted Saul with having 
sinned against God. This is Satan's charge when 
he has led souls into sin, and it will be one of the 
torments of hell, " Thou hast 8iTmed«k.^'8AS5^\»*0cL^'\jK^ 
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DISCOUESE III. 



Ephesians VI. 12. 

^* For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities and powers, against the rulers of the darkness 
of this world, against wicked spirits in heavenly places." 

The third subject to be found in the text is the 
influence of Satan over the minds of Grod's people ; 
how much he has to do with all the wicked practices 
of men ; and how he can bring this ungodliness to 
bear upon the Church of Christ and against Christ 
Himself. In Luke iv. we read that Satan took 
Christ into a high mountain, showed unto Him 
all the kingdoms of the worid and the glory 
of them. We cannot imderstand how this could 
be, but that he did so is true, for the Word of 
God says so. Satan showed to Him a great 
part of that vast dominion which belongs to 
him in the worid. He thought he could awe Christ 
into worshipping him. Does he not still bring his 
allurements before fallen man in order to captivate 
him ? He knows into what a state man has been 
sunk by the fall, that he need not to present to him 
all his regalia and crown jewels to tempt him, but 
he presents before him a piece of miserable tinsel. 
. Instead of his going to those things with which he 
tempted Christ, he goes to the chamel house of 
wiokedneea and thence brings his most corrupt 
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temptations with which he seeks to allure him. 
2 Tim. ii. 26, the wicked are said to be, "taken 
captive by him at his will." 

Use to he made of this truth, . viz. : That we 
take very inadequate views of the worldliness 
and wickedness that prevail, if we think that 
all ungodliness is only the actings out of the 
wicked propensities of men. Man does not act 
out his own purposes, but the world is the platform 
on which the devil acts out his rebellion against 
God. 

The mass of ungodly men is the powerful agency 
that he uses. He does not desire the gratification of 
one of God's creatures, but his great desire is to oppose 
the authority of God. He fights " neither with small 
nor great, but against the King of Israel only." He 
has no regard for man; he makes him only his 
stepping-stone to insult God. He takes man and 
makes him an exception to the laws that regulate 
the other parts of God's creation. He makes him to 
stand out against God, and run counter to the rest 
which are subservient to their Creator. 

Man speaks another dialect, a dialect which is 
spoken only in hell. " Wherein, in times past, ye 
walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, 
the spirit that now worketh in the children of dis- 
obedience." — ^Ephesians ii. 2. Hence we learn that 
when the intellect of man is seen to bear in opposi- 
tion to God, it is the devil who worketh in the 
unbelieving. They little know ^l;i"a.\i ^y^vs^'^ ^^oiys^ 
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them in motion. He exercises this power over the 
ungodly often to their ruin. 

In Acts V. we have the history of two who pro- 
fessed COiristianity , and had risen high in the church. 
Peter said to Ananias, "Why hath Satan filled 
thine heart to lie against the Holy Ghost." He 
entered into Judas — John xiii. 2, 27 ; Luke xxii. 3. 
There is meaning in this ; even that it was the devil 
that entered into the heart of this man, and hurried 
him to his destruction. It is not enthusiasm to 
believe this. The same truth is allowed by the 
laws of our country, in the form of indictment for 
murder, thus, " Inasmuch as Satan has filled your 
heart," &c. 

The nature of Satan is one uncompounded, un- 
qualified element of hatred against God. He does 
not care for souls — he does not want them. But 
what he does desire is to oppose God. He stands 
against the truth of the gospel, which is for the 
saving of man, and for the glory of Christ. He 
knows that when the Holy Spirit, in the exercise of 
God's sovereignty of love to a sinner, enables him to 
cast himself upon the finished work of Christ, and be 
saved in believing, he knows that that sinner is 
taken from the dungeon and is set among princes ; 
that he is a jewel in the diadem of Christ. His sole 
desire is to insult Him, He has opposed the Truth, 
and tried to mar it by raising opposers to it. We, 
ministers, ought to remember that these are but the 
instruments of Satan. 

In Acts xiii. we have an account of a Gentile who 
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sent for the apostles, being desirous to hear the 
Word of God. 

Here the glory of Christ was about to be revealed, 
and Satan is stirred. There was a sorcerer at hand, 
who sought to turn away the deputy from the faith. 
This man's mind was intent on the doctrine of 
Christ, and this enemy stood by to withstand him. 
In Paul's address to him, he looks beyond the man, 
whom he regards as but an agent, and grapples 
with Satan himself, saying, "0 full of all subtilty 
and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou 
enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to 
pervert the right ways of the Lord," &c. The 
deputy, struck with this, " believed, being astonished 
at the doctrine of the Lord." It was by the Word 
he believed, and Satan stood by to oppose it. He is 
said to be transformed into an angel of light — 
2 Cor. xi. 14. 

Heresies are always introduced into the church, 
not by immoral men — it is not Satan's tact in the 
present day to put these forward by imgodly men — 
but he plants beside the Truth another edition of 
Christianity, and sends false doctrines by those who 
look like angels of light. " While men slept, the 
enemy came and sowed tares." Therefore ought we 
to be sober and vigilant. 

He has, to a certain extent, power to hinder the 
• Truth— Eomans i. 13 ; 1 Thes. ii. 18. All hin- 
drances to the Truth are so many hindrances from 
Satan. 

In 2 Thes. ii. there is a "5t^^<^\a.qvi q1 ^«^Tafe- 
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thing that is to be. That great form of Anti- 
christ that is yet to be, will be an impersona- 
tion of Satan himself. It is reserved for another 
period, another dispensation, after a reign of 
righteousness, during which Christ shall have 
ruled with a " rod of iron," and have brought His 
enemies into subjection, that Satan will be loosed 
out of his prison, and shall go out to deceive the 
nations which are in the four quarters of the earth. 
And they shall go up on the breadth of the earth, and 
shall compass the camp of the saints, when fire shall 
come out from God and destroy them. And the devil 
shall be cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, and 
shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 
— Eev. XX. 7. 
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DISCOUESE IV. 



Ephesians y'u 12 
** Spiritual wickedness in high places." 

In chapter ii. verse 2, Satan is called the " prince 
of the power of the air." We cannot explain how he 
is so, but we have a plain declaration that these evil 
spirits have their abode round about us — ^that they 
are constantly moving to and fro, so as to be con- 
versant in the aiBfairs of men, and so as to be capable 
of interfering in them. We have now to contemplate 
the mysterious subject of their skilful, powerftd, 
subtle bearing on the spiritual condition of the 
Lord's people. 

Satan's essence is wickedness ; he is emphatically 
called " The Wicked One." This wickedness con- 
sists in enmity to Grod, and has chiefly respect to 
that manifestation which God has given of himself 
in the face of Jesus Christ. He hates gospel 
preaching. This is what the world hates, for the 
carnal mind is enmity against God. This hatred is 
unmitigated on the part of Satan. He knows that 
there was in the great work of Christ the redemption 
of the Church of God. He hates men who are 
brought to the favour of God. He hates and shows 
his malice against them, because they bear something 
of God's image. This image dasS\\i^ Tsi^bsi&fe^^Vxsi. 
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the day of Christ's appearing. But even now, Grod's 
object is to make us to have a reflection of Himself 
that we may reflect His own glory. It is better for 
hypocrites to show themselves in their real character 
than to put on a mask when their hearts are estranged 
from God. If you be Christians, the devil and the 
world must know it. 

Christians must be witnesses for Christ. A man's 
attainment in religion is according to the value 
which he sets upon Him, making much of Him, 
jealous of His doctrine ; he must shew that he is 
under the influence of His Spirit. If he is enabled 
to stand boldly against the enemy, Satan will exert 
his enmity to the end. 

Having succeeded with Adam, he still thinks that 
he can take some of those who profess Christ, and he 
glories over them as snatched from the profession of 
Christianity, whilst he knows not that their names 
are written in the Book of life. 

John xvii. 15 — "That thou would'st keep them 
from the evil ;" x. 28 — " None is able to pluck them 
out of my hand." This shews that there is an 
agency which endeavours to take them out of 
Christ's hand. As there is joy in heaven over one 
sinner that repenteth, so there is fury among the 
dark bands of hell when a sinner is brought to Grod. 
Satan's great object is to tempt God's people to sin, 
and hereby to woimd the consciences of God's dear 
children. " Thine own wickedness shall correct 
thee." 

He BenAs them with the scourge on their back to 
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the blood of the Cross. He makes the world to 
rejoice over them, and the enemies of God exult- 
ingly to cry out, " Aha, so would we have it !" 

It is an appalling fact that Satan has the power 
of acting upon the spiritual condition of Grod's 
people. But this power - is under special control. 
They are not his subjects, so that it is with him, 
"Thus far, and no farther." He has not the 
attributes of omniscience and omnipresence ; these 
belong only to God. But he makes up for the want 
of these. He does not know our thoughts; it 
belongs only to Christ to know what is in man. 
But, as spirit acts on spirit, so he can, in many ways, 
communicate with the minds of men. 

Upon the faculty of imagination he works most 
actively. With dreams and excitements, he has 
more to do than we imagine. He has likewise 
much to do with the faculty of memory. 

In the experience of every child of God there is, 
at times, a freshening in the mind of things which 
they wished to be buried for ever. They have been 
harassed by busy recollections which they have wished 
to forget. This is the work of Satan, and it is one 
of his modes of bringing sin into the soul. He also 
causes pride and covetousness to flow into the mind. 
His restless activity is described, 1 Peter v. 7, Job i. 
and ii. By the multitude of his agents, he makes up 
for the want of ubiquity ; there is a host of them on 
every side trjring to do evil to us. 

In 2 Cor. ii. 11 there is mention of Satan's device 
after he has drawn a soul into am, \ft ^TA^«?^<3>Qct\fi 
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put a covering over the mouth of the gospel so as to 
extinguish every gleam of hope and crush that soul 
in despair. 

Wherever there is a door opened to the preaching 
of the gospel, Satan is there to hinder. " We would 
have come imto you, even I, Paul, once and again, 
but Satan hindered us." — 1 Thes. ii. 18. 

He is most dangerous in his wiles and deceits. — 
He knows how to tempt in prosperity — how to avail 
himself of the time of ease and of privilege — of 
ministry, ordinances, enlargements, &c., to inject 
pride of heart in these. In prayer we often meet 
some of the greatest temptations, then Satan is 
busy injecting thoughts into the soul. — With all 
his power he is limited. He could not inflict upon 
Job more than the Lord would allow him. Luke 
xxii. 31, he desired to have Peter, but he could not 
have him without permission. 

Satan tempts in times of calamity. — He endea- 
voured to instil blasphemy into Job by means of 
his wife. By his friends, he tried to lead him from 
the consciousness of favour with Grod, to lead him 
from the gospel to the law. 

Remember what poor creatures you are. — Let there 
be humility, but believing humility; let their be 
diligence and vigilance in looking to the blood and 
intercession of Christ. God is a covenant-keeping 
God, and will never forsake you. His work is 
based upon a solid foundation and will never give 
way. 
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DISCOUESE V. 



Ephesians vi. 13. 

*' Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that 
ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 
all, to stand." 

I 

The text is no vain repetitioji of the llth verse ; it 
comes with additional weight, after that which inter- 
venes. 

The object of the apostle in giviiig these directions 
is that which ministers feel most important to impress 
upon professing Christian people, even to "walk cheer- 
fully and confidently. 

Our anxiety is that they should know what they are, 
and what they are doing. There is so much that is 
corrupt in the religion of the day, that when we would 
go forth amongst the ranks of professors to show what 
is Christian experience, Christian difficulty, and privi- 
lege, and so to lead them to search their own hearts, 
it is such delicate ground that we are accused of 
want of charity whenever we try to anatomise them* 

We want to make a distinction between vital 
Christianity and what passes for it; between an 
empty, hollow profession and what is the energy of 
the Holy Ghost in the heart of the believer. 

The text teaches that it is a Christian's duty to go 
forth to warfare intelligently, cheerfully, and con£- 
dently. The word "thexeioTej'' Vm-^'b'e^ *Ocl^ ^vst^n 
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" Take the whole armour of God," impKes the 
second ; the third is inferred from " that ye may be 
able to stand." 

That he may go forth intelligently, he must have 
an idea of the nature of the enemies with which he 
will have to contend. The Christian conflict is 
forcibly described in the word " wrestle.'*^ The first 
idea it conveys is, that it is a personal encounter, a 
single combat, not army opposed to army. 

People like to take a general view ; they like to 
get into a crowd, to be told that they are all very 
great sinners. But Christianity is a matter of 
personal experience ; it will not do to borrow that of 
your neighbour. If you are the Lord's, you will 
have to go singly, personally, and individually 
against all your spiritual adversaries. 

Men are ready to slip away from the truth like 
the woman of Samaria. She tried to divert Christ 
from the truth as to herself, and to speak about 
other matters. There is much of this in the present 
day. — That man has travelled but a short way in 
the Christian couise who knows not of this conflict. 
It has been supposed that old Christians have 
nothing to do with it; but the oldest soldier who has 
been oftenest engaged in his Master's service, will tell 
you that he has not done with these things. It is 
the advanced Christian that is most tried with them, 
and who knows most, the power of the enemy. 

The Christian's treasure is too precious for these 
adversaries to let him alone. He has peace with 
&od through Jesus Christ. His conscience is, by 
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the Spirit, sprinkled with His blood. The Christian 
is one who has been taught to look to Christ and see 
his whole salvation laid on Him. According as he sees 
that He is all, and himself nothing, he has peace. If 
the devil can throw sorrow into his breast, he rejoices. 

A Christian is a servant and a soldier of Christ. 
So long as a man knows nothing of this, he gives no 
evidence that he is a Christian. Does the world 
know you to be one ? If so, the devil will try to 
oppose you at every step of your progress. What 
he wants, is to mar Christ's work in you. Wrestling 
impKes also a painful and arduous struggle. None 
but a Christian can know what passes between him 
and the Lord in his closet. There are secrets which 
he tells not. — ^Much conflict which the world knows 
nothing about. — ^His wrestling is continued, but not 
always uniform. The attacks of Satan are not 
always the same. He is too subtle to attack the 
camp of the saints always in the same way. 

It is part of the Christian's wisdom to know the 
strength of the enemy and what power to oppose 
to him. It is for want of this that so many are 
crushed by his blows, and fall into real misery. 

Sometimes there is much self-confidence which 
must be brought down by painful discoveries of 
weakness. Under every conflict he must resort to 
the same strength. We have no inherent stock of 
grace to fall back upon. All the prayer and the 
different graces in which a believer is to be encased 
are laid up in the Divine armoury. If he think that 
they are laid up in his own Vst^^^V., ~V^ ^^^^^^^^^ 
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disappointed. These are all laid up in the Lord. 
He will never permit him to be independent of 
Christ. When he wants power, faith, strength, he 
must get them from Him. It is from ignorance of 
this that there are so many unhealthy Christians. 
" All my springs are in Thee." — Psalm Ixxxvii. 7. 
" Without me, ye can do nothing." — John xv. 5. 

It is called the " armour of God," for it is the pro- 
vision for the believer's safety which is laid up in 
the eternal covenant in Christ. The Lord never 
made those His servants who should afterwards 
perish, or be the sport of the world or of the devil. 
" Yea, He loved the people." He loves us because 
He did love us. 

This armour is put in contrast with everything else. 
The world would substitute principle and honour, 
but principle must be laid to the rule of God's word. 

Whatever the ^adversary may be, the armour pro- 
vided is such as to suit us. " Fear not, for I have 
redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name, thou 
art mine.'* " When thou passest through the waters 
I will be with thee, and through the rivers, they 
shall not overflow thee. When thou walkest through 
the fire thou shall not be burned, neither shall the 
flame kindle upon thee." — Isaiah xliii. 1, 2. These 
verses teach us this truth : the Lord is able to put 
forth His power to crush our foes, as when He 
destroyed the armies that came against Hezekiah. 
There is a power as great around the Christian under 
every circumstance as round Elisha when his ene- 
miea hedged him in. 
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This axmour is always in order. " There is none 
like unto the God of Jeshunin, who rideth upon the 
heaven in thy help." — Deut. xxxiii. 26. We may go 
cheerfully to warfare when we know that God will 
put on our armour when we want it. 

" In the evil day." There is such spoken of again, 
1 Peter i.^7., but the believer is not left to himself in 
the evil day. If he have a clear well-grounded sense 
of acceptance through Christ, it will give cheerfulness. 
If you do not know this, the devil will take advantage 
of it against you. We sometimes, like Samson, have 
not the strength that we thought. When his locks 
were shorn he thought to go out as at other times, 
and knew not that his strength was departed from 
him. 

You must know how to take the blood of sprink- 
ling continually, in order to keep your soul in peace, 
resting on the everlasting covenant, and having the 
witness of the Holy Spirit within you. The Lord's 
people are sure to stand. " Thanks be'to God which 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, im- 
movable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord." — 1 Cor. xv. 57, 58. Here is Christian 
courage based upon Christian privilege. 

There is a day coming that will prove who are 
the Lord's people and who are not. The hypocrites 
will unmask themselves — ^no formalist will stand. 
Union to Christ makes the difference between one 
man and another. It is evidence of a man!«» \i<b\s^% 
a Christian if the conflict is aeyere>, ^ow^ ^s^^ass:^ 
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argue from it against themselves, when the devil 
presents his temptations. 

A Christian must expect much conflict — ^he must 
glorify Christ by making much use of him. This 
conflict will give sympathy with others, and will 
make him useful to those who are tried. 
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DISCOURSE VI. 



Ephesians vi. 14. 

" Stand, therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, 
and having on the breast-plate of righteousness." 

The nature of the spiritual defence whieli God has 
provided for His people is described under the 
figure of the diflFereiit pieces of armour which 
soldiers wear. There is ample provision in this 
armour for all difficulties and circumstances. The use 
to be made of this truth is, that we need caution lest we 
forget it, even that God has laid up in the everlasting 
covenant sufficient provision and protection for us. 

We are very prone to go to other sources for 
help. Let us pray that God may fasten this truth 
in our doubting hearts, that there is no need to go 
to other sources. Compare 2 Kings xviii. with 
2 Chron. xxxii. Read there what a man of God is, 
and what he can do; what honour God puts on 
him, when he believes in Him. God honoured his 
faith. Hezekiah, a godly king, is attacked by the 
forces of a heathen prince. When he saw that 
Sennacherib was come to fight against Jerusalem, 
he took counsel vdth his wise men, of faith like him- 
self, and took all precautions necessary for defence. 
When he heard the report of what Sennacherib was 
doing at Lachish, he went to his own resources, and 
sent money to him ; but it did not keep him oflF. 

Have not you and I, at times, gone to an arm. oi 
flesh to help us against our eii^TOAse^'? ■^^\^c^^ 
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sometimes trusted God a little, and have seen how 
God honours even little faith. 

There is no provision in the armour for the Lord's 
people to go forth fighting; excepting the sword, 
the weapons are all for defence. Hence we learn 
that let the Lord's people be ever so busily employed 
in His service, they have also great need to look to 
themselves, for they must have this armour. 

There is such a thing as being busy in the Lord's 
work, whilst at the same time there is much forget- 
fulness of ourselves. Whatever we are engaged in, 
we must take care. We have often been busy about 
others, whilst forgetfiil of the armour needful to 
ourselves. There is much of this in the present day. 
There is quite enough of this armour to defend us, 
without our resorting to crooked means. God will 
never suflFer His people to want ; rather than they 
should do so. He will work a miracle. 

The use of the girdle to men armed and clothed 
as in olden time, was to fasten and to keep the whole 
dress compact.- The Scripture frequently makes use 
of this fact to exhort to preparedness and strength 
for fight. The terms girding and ungirding wer^ 
used to denote strength and weakness. 

In Daniel v. we learn the effect of the handwriting 
on the wall, viz., " His thoughts troubled him, so 
that the girdle of his loins was loosed ;" meaning 
that his whole strength was gone. 

" Girt about with truth." According to some, 

" truth " means sincerity and uprightness ; according 

to otbeiBy it means the dootxineB oi \3aft ^o«^^l •, but 
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to separate these is not a proper way of interpre- 
tation. I cannot admit of any other sincerity than 
that which is based upon the gospel. 

" Truth " impKes honesty and uprightness in the 
profession of the great Truth of the revelation of 
God. It is of great importance that a man should be 
established in the truth of God's Ward to have sound 
views of divine truth. The devil knows it; he knows 
what steadfastness the Truth gives to a Christian, and 
therefore he tries to turn him from it and obscure it. 

One of the missiles which he has always used is 
the question, " What is truth ? " How to find what 
it is. — 'Tis often asked in high places, and by learned 
men. If you are not established in the truth, you 
will often blush with shame when not able to answer 
what it is. When men say it is impossible to find 
it, if you are a coward and fear hard words, were 
you to speak out what you ought, you will have the 
worst of it. You must take up a high position, and 
say you know what it is. You must be ready to 
meet opposition and to be called hard names. 

" Truth " is God's Word. You have found that it 
is so. It is a thing that is declared of God, believed 
and acknowledged, and lived on by men. 

Am I to suppose that all this confession of truth 
has been buried with the apostolic days ? I can say 
that it is believed by me, and preached by me. 

The word of the gospel of Christ is called 
"Truth," in Scripture— Ephesians i. 13; iv. 21 ; Col. 
i. 5 ; James i. 18. Truth is the revelation which 
God has been pleased to miakft tVaovi.'^ ^^sssvs^« 
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•There may be diflferences upon certain points, but 
there are certain essential doctrines, which, if a man 
does not admit, he does not know the Truth. These 
are the present, full, free and finished salvation, 
bestowed everlastingly on the sinner, as a sinner, 
according to the grace, and purpose, and sovereignty 
of God who bestows it how and when he pleases. 
It is simply by believing the Truth that a sinner 
becomes a partaker of the blessing of God. All this 
is done by the power of the Holy Ghost in the soul, 
without which, none can believe. " The Lord hath 
not given you an heart to perceive, and eyes to see, 
and ears to hear, unto this day." — Deut. xxix. 4. 

As to the Truth, there are " babes," and " young 
men," and " fathers " in Christ. When I meet with a 
babe who has not received the Truth in all its fulness, 
I do not quarrel with him. If he is looking to God's 
Word, if God has begun his work in him, I know 
that he will carry it on. But it is a poor thing to 
continue a babe ; to be not advancing in the Truth. 
Knowledge of the Truth is nothing worth, if a man 
cannot stand in it when all the world is against him. 
If he can strengthen himself in it, believing in the 
finished work of Christ, being assured that His blood 
cleanses him, that his righteousness covers him ; this 
is no less a power than that of the Spirit of God that 
is strengthening and teaching him. 

There is much outcry against head-knowledge, but 
head-knowledge is much to be desired. Truth was 
truth, though Judas preached it. It is the hypocritical 
pToteBBion of the truth that is to be condemned. 
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DISCOURSE VII. 



Ephesians vi. 14. 
»* Stand therefore." 

This is the posture in which the Christian is directed 
to be. The subject of the text is Christian upright- 
ness. There is no doctrine working its way so 
subtlely in the world as that of sincerity ; even this, 
— ^that if a man be sincere he is safe. 

Ministers ought to stand against such a ruinous 
doctrine, and should say that there is only the one, 
called Truth in the Scripture. 

Away with the notion that if a man be sincere in 
error, it does away with the evil of it. Saul of 
Tarsus was sincere in persecuting. — It is necessary 
to exhort Christians to uprightness. In 1 Peter ii. 1., 
it is the Lord's servants who are addressed — 
"Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, 
and hypocrisies, and envies, and evil speakings." 
This, with various Scriptures of the same kind, should 
make Christians search their own hearts. — See also 
Eph. iv. 25., V. 9., 1 Cor. v. 8. 

Uprightness regards the Christian towards God, 
and his conduct towards his fellow men. This is a 
most heart-searching subject. It is good for 
Christians, in viewing themselves, to come and 
shelter themselves in Christ. T\n!^ «q\s\^^\. S& ^^^ 
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one fitted for professors. In this day, when God's 
work is going on, Satan is also doing his work. He 
assails Christianity through the inconsistencies of 
professors. We have need to be warned as to 
uprightness of spirit in our walk with God. 

Have we not felt at times what it is to be crippled 
in His service, as if afraid to look up to him — to be 
paralyzed in daty — to have our tongues frozen upon 
our lips whilst on our knees in prayer ? There is 
something wrong, something has caused a strange- 
ness between God and our souls. " Thou requirest 
truth in the inward parts." Have we not discovered 
something of want of honesty toward God — some sin 
rankling in the inward part — that Achan in the 
camp ; and because of this, a want of freedom and 
uprightness — some sin lying unwashed upon the 
conscience ? 

I do not mean that we are to be free from all 
feeling of sin, before we can have freedom with God. 
The Holy Ghost teaches us that the " Flesh always 
lusteth against the spirit ;" but it is the secret of 
the Christian life, to learn to live near to the Cross 
of Christ — ^to deal honestly with God. 

There is a difference between covering sin in us, 
and searching into our hearts, to drag thence all 
that is contrary to God, and bring it to the blood of 
Christ. 

"Unite my heart to fear thy name." — Psalm 
Ixxxvi. 11. Here is a remarkable expression; its 
best interpretation is had by turning to Psalm xii. 
2, - " With a double heart "^ — a heart and a heart. 
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There is such a thing as having the heart so divided 
as to have a rival influence in it. There ought to be 
a holy jealousy in the believer that there be no rival 
with God in his heart. 

Have you not known what it is be more under the 
influence of human censure than of God's will ? It 
is a part of Christian uprightness to estimate human 
censure according to its value ; it is not to be 
trampled upon altogether. 

Some have known what it is to be highly esteemed 
amongst men, whilst matters go ill with them con- 
cerning God. Many speak well of them, but when 
they have gone into their closet, they have been seen 
to drop off those ornaments which the world admired, 
and have stood before God in an aspect very 
different from that in which they stood before the 
world. 

A man of God should be enabled habitually to 
realize, through the blood of sprinkling, the Cross of 
Christ. To walk aright, as before the Lord, he 
must be more influenced by the will of God than by 
the censure of man. "I am the Almighty God, 
walk before me, and be thou perfect " — Gen. xvii. 1. 

We live in an artificial world ; everything has an 
artificial character. Men's 'conversation, men's 
manners ; the education of children, in as far as man 
is concerned, all are artificial. It is hard for a 
Christian not to imbibe somewhat of this. "Let 
thine eyes look right on." — Prov. iv. 25. By 
uprightness towards men we understand that 
habitual regard to the principle whioii t\\a ^ <3t$L <55v 
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God here sets before us. The fear of the Lord 
should be continually before our minds in dealing 
with our fellow-men. Hereby we should be known 
to be the servants of Christ. 

This uprightness will remove many difficulties, 
and wiU make plain our faith to those around, and 
our path more easy. The eye is to turn to Christ, 
whatever the world may think — the eye is to look 
right on, and we are to say " This is the will of God." 

" To stand, having the loins girt." Here is the 
posture of a Christian. There ought to be readiness 
and preparedness on his part. He should expect 
difficulties, and not sit down at ease as though none 
were to meet him in his path. 

If the Lord is dealing graciously with you — ^if he 
is nourishing your souls, you will have much to do * 
with difficulties. We should stand expecting them. 
Standing implies constancy and perseverance. It 
has been remarked that there is no armour for the 
back. "Whom resist stedfast in the faith." — 1 
Pet. V. 9 ; " Resist the devil." — James iv. 7. 

We are prone to go out of the way in order to 
avoid conflict— to go the wrong way. Whenever we 
have done so, we have smarted for it. 

Standing also implies courage. The posture of a 
man of courage is to stand boldly before his enemy. 
A Christian is called to be a man of courage, and 
energy, and of intelligence in the Gospel. What is 
it that enables me to stand, but the conviction 
by the word of truth, that my soul is saved 
through Christ; and living upon that truth, I know 
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what to answer the devil when he says " You are 
not the Lord's." Standing implies courage against 
the opposition that we meet with in the world — ^the 
world will be gainsaying to the end. We ought to 
stand against this gainsaying. 

Remember that the girdle of Christ is the girdle 
of righteousness. — Isaiah xi. 5. Enoch was enabled 
to walk with God, having his loins girt ; Abraham 
was enabled to be strong in faith, giving glory 
to Grod. Eemember that, " as thy day, so shall thy 
strength be." 
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DISCOURSE VIII. 



Ephesians vi. 14. 
** Having on the breastplate of righteousness." 

It is the will of God that His people should be 
courageous and intelligent, that in going forth to 
meet their adversaries they may know that they that 
be with them are greater than those who are against 
them. 

The child of Grod is under a twofold aspect in this 
world — first, as he stands towards Gk)d in the secret 
experience of his own breast — in the second, as to 
his bold open profession of Christ before the world — 
"We shall see in each of these aspects of what value is 
this piece of armour which is provided in the 
covenant. 

When God brings a sinner to believe in Christ 
he is a saved man, — he is righteous in Christ. 
When this new birth has taken place in him, he 
exhibits to the world a righteousness of character. 
" We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works." A man never made himself a 
Christian. It was by the grace of God that he was 
made a believer in Christ. The moment that he 
believes, he is a saved man, and will exhibit a 
newness of character that God works in him. He is 
ajustiBed man in the righteousness that God puts 



THE WILES OF SATAN, ETC. 45 

upon him. The outward expression of this, is 
uprightness of character exhibited to the world. 

The devil is busy at work as to the experience of 
a believer in his own heart, in the secret experience 
of his closet. A Christian will, therefore, never go 
forth into the world boldly, with spring and energy, 
unless he feels that he has the favour of God ; unless 
he has a light from the Sanctuary. 

There are two points in which the devH especiaUy 
assails the child of God in his own bosom : 1st, In 
the consciousness of his own sinfulness. 2nd, In 
the consciousness of his own weakness. 

The Spirit of God never deals with a soul but 
Satan is there to mar his work. When God takes a 
man and says " That's one of mine," and arrests him 
in his evil course, the Holy Ghost breaks that 
sinner's heart with deep conviction of his vileness, 
Satan's work is then to pour into that wounded 
heart bitter accusations against itself. All these are 
true, but Satan desires to keep him at this very 
work. If he can contrive to keep a man in the 
dungeon of his own heart — ^if he can lead him 
further and farther, going through all the cells of 
his corrupt nature, he is satisfied with that. If he 
can dim his views of Christ — ^hinder him from seeing 
the light of God's countenance ; he has succeeded — 
if he has destroyed his liberty of soul — ^made him 
afraid to stammer out " Abba, Father " — afraid to 
look up to God as his father in Christ — if he can 
keep him from God — make him to say as Adam, " I 
was afraid and I hid myself." Sai^si ^Ti^^-sjc^oras-'^*^ 
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keep him in a slavisli, fearful, unbelieving spirijfc. 
What wonder, then, if souls remain in wretched 
darkness, if they thus dishonour Christ? Satan 
desires to blot that page of the gospel which speaks 
of righteousness to the convinced sinner. God 
writes his laws on the tables of the Christian's heart 
in order to make him to walk in the path of duty. 
Satan's work in this is to say, " Tou are the servant 
of Grod, therefore there are duties which devolve on 
you." He makes those duties to seem mountains 
before them. 

There is one element in the suggestions of Satan 
at this time, one of the most powerful weapons that 
he uses. Not only does he make these duties to 
appear as mountains of difficulty, but he also makes 
biTTi to feel his weakness, in shewing him his short- 
comings. He says, "What does the world say of 
you P" He brings him down to a legal spirit, and 
deprives him of that liberty he should have in 
serving God. 

A believer's defence against this is provided in 
the tex1>— He needs an integrity better than his 
own. — ^Phil. iii. 9, Rom. iii. 21-24. In these 
latter verses, the declarations to the siimer are made 
after a catalogue of his sins. The righteousness of 
Christ, which is provided in the covenant, is that 
which he must put on under all the assaults of 
Satan, whether under the conscience of sin or of 
weakness. It is a righteousness complete, inalien- 
able and imcharigeable. It is always the same, and 
can never be taken away from us, however low 
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we may be brought in the scale of sinfulness. We 
obtain it by simply believing. " Christ is the end 
of the law for righteousness to every one that 
believeth." The gospel is nothing but a revelation 
to a sinner that believes in God. " He hath made 
him to be sin for us who knew no sin, that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in him." That is 
salvation. " Of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who is 
made of God unto us, wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification and redemption." 

The second part of our subject represents a 
Christian in a practical view. The world has not 
eyes to read what passes within you. It cannot 
read your book of experiences ; it would call this all 
enthusiasm. But there is a book which it can read, 
and in that, it expects to read something of the 
Christian character. That is the book of facts, or a 
man's outward walk. Our assurance of acceptance 
with God has for its foundation only the promises 
of God in Christ. None other is Scriptural, be it 
feelings, or frames, or doings. 

In order to your having a bold, courageous, 
established walk before men, there must be a 
righteousness of character. The rule of life is to 
be God's Word; the Christian's walk is to be 
regulated by a straighter rule than that which 
regulates the men of the world. — ^Phil. iv. 8, Titus 
ii. 11, 12. The directions here given comprehend 
his personal character before the world, his duties in 
that station of life to which God has pleased to call 
him. 
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Although a man's outwaxd character has nothing 
to do with his state before Grod, yet he will halt and 
be a coward before the world, if he is not walking 
according to the rule of God. A child of God learns 
that God's " commandments are exceeding broad," ' 
and he wishes to take them all as the rule and guide of 
his life, whilst the world desires only, so to walk as 
to keep within a certain line. "All that will live 
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution." 
Uprightness of character and walk will not save us 
from the blows of our fellow-men ; but according as 
you walk in conformity to the gospel, the world will 
vent some kind of persecution against you, as it 
finds convenient, for this is not always so. Never- 
theless, make the world to understand whose you 
are, and whom you serve. There is nothing so 
bitter to a Christian as the sense of inconsistency. 
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DISCOURSE IX. 



Ephesians vi. 15. 

** Your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of 
peace." 

Here is provision made for the feet. The figure is 
taken from the fact that the soldier of that day had 
a strong protection for his feet, to enable him to pass 
the nigged and sharp places in his path, which were 
sometimes put intentionally to hinder and distress 
him in his progress. A Christian has need to be 
protected from the embarrassments which he meets 
to hinder him in his spiritual progress, and he must 
expect to meet thorny and difficult paths in his 
journey as a man of God. This being the case, he 
ought to be prepared for such. 

The first thing which is set before us in the text 
is the " Preparation," • viz., "the gospel of peace." 
Secondly, the practical bearing of all this on the 
Christian. We want to teach the man of God that 
his position and attitude in this world is that of 
a combatant — ^that he is not to settle upon his lees. 
We want to tell the Lord's people that these very 
things are appointed for them to go through, in 
order that they may not think they are strange; 
for, when these things are impressed upon them, 
they see that there is a " need \>e" iox ^Osi^so^^ ^cs^^ 
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can say, " Perhaps God may be glorified in the 
trials of His servants." 

The world thinks that a man's difficulties consist 
in outward circumstances, that if a man have a share 
in this world's goods, it is enough. A Christian is a 
man that is anointed with the Holy Ghost — ^this is 
all the exclusiveness I know ; and the man who is 
not anointed with it, who exhibits no conformity 
to Christ, who is ashamed of Him, who lives to the 
world, the flesh, and the devil, I do not hold to be a 
Christian. 

God's people have outward trials as well as others, 
sometimes more, sometimes less than others. The 
Lord weighs out every trial to His dear children. 
There is no such thing as chance, no good or bad 
fortune ; there is not a sorrow that is not appointed 
and laid upon them by God, as He sees fit, for a 
special purpose. There is not a dark day, not one 
sigh, that is not regulated nicely, aaid appointed 
exactly by the hand of their Heavenly Father. 

In outward circumstances, the Christian and the 
world travel together on the broad road of Provi- 
dence. These diverge, the child of God has a 
path of thorns and briars to walk in. Those come 
froip within. 

Men of the world never mourn to God nor to 
each other the wickedness of their hearts, nor desire 
to get rid of the deep-seated sin that dwells in them. 
Under aU his trials the chHd of God is under the 
training of his Heavenly Father. Not that he under- 
goea a certain preparation to fit him for heaven, but 
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God makes use of His children. Every one of them 
is of value to Him ; He uses them for His glory as 
witnesses; every day they are learning what grace 
is ; eveiy day they are learning more what Christ 
is; what a Saviour He is; imder all, they are 
learning the unchangeableness of the covenant. 
When a child of God feels a heart of unbelief, what 
is it that keeps him and enables him to walk in the 
narrow road ? What is it makes him bend his head 
to earth before the Throne, and shed bitter tears ? 
— ^it is the unchangeableness of the covenant, 

A believer ought to be prepared in such a manner 
that he be not injured in his own soul by all those 
things which he passes through. Some will under- 
stand what this means. There is such a thing as 
the soxd and spirit being injured by these things — 
the soxd has been brought down to unbelief in a time 
of darkness; in the thorny passages of life, it has 
been led to doubt the Book of God. The enemy has 
sent into his soul such thoughts as these — ^then after 
he has been aroused to a sense of his sin, he has 
dishonoured God by unbelief in contemplating his 
vileness and wretchedness. 

There is such a thing as stumbling in the "Valley 
of Humiliation" I 

A Christian ought to know something of these 
things, lest he be crippled and disabled in going on 
his way. The moment that Satan has put into his 
mind some element of legality, he has the advantage 
over him, and he will go halting ; therefore, that he 
may not begin to totter, Qnd to iobiiA. m \i^^ ^^^0^^ 
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requires to be prepared. What is this preparation ? 
It is simply the " gospel of peace." You all under- 
stand the meaning of the word " gospel" to be good 
tidings ; but it is exclusively and emphatically 
confined to the message which is contained in the 
Scripture, of salvation through Christ; it is the 
record which a poor broken-hearted sinner under- 
stands as a message of good things ; the record to 
him of eternal life, bestowed on him by God, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ. It is a salvation freely 
bestowed on the unworthy through Christ. Here 
is the reason wherefore Paul did not count his life 
dear unto him, even that he might " testify the 
gospel of the grace of Grod." — Acts xx. 24. 

The gospel is also caUed " The Word of Truth." 
— ^Eph. i. 13. Also it is called by another epithet, 
" The glorious gospel." — 2 Cor. iv. 14. ; for there 
is no sinner saved that is not a monument to the 
glory of God. His salvation is for God's glory. It 
is a full, an eternal, and a present salvation, giving 
comfort even now. It is wrought out by the Son of 
God; it is therefore secured without any chance 
of failure. " In hope of eternal life which God, 
that cannot lie, promised before the world began." — 
Titus i. 2. " That by two immutable things, in 
which it was impossible for God to lie," &c. — 
Heb. vi. 18. It is, and will be, maintained in the 
souls of God's people, by the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit. They are garrisoned by the power of 
Qx)d. Every child of God has a garrison of truth 
within ids hreast, and though the devil and his hosts 
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come against it, none can ever pluck him out of the 
hand of his Father. 

We have now to consider the practical bearing of 
these truths upon the Christian in his path. These 
things must be looked to practically and experi- 
mentally. Ministers ought to pray that they may 
preach experimentally. This is a word which the 
world can never stammer out. It is a touchstone, 
and men cannot bear it. How is the Christian so to 
avail himself of the gospel of peace as to make it 
practically useful to himseK? First, it is of im- 
portance to know the gospel, before he can have his 
feet shod with it. 

It may be said that every one knows it; but 
with all that is said of it, I grieve that so little 
is known of it — ^that there is so little real knowledge 
amongst those who profess to know it. There is a 
vast deal of discomfort in the breasts of God's people 
— ^much unsteady walking among professors, from 
the want of clear views of the gospel. One of the 
chief causes of these unsteady views is indolence. 
We cannot bear the labour of thinking. The conse- 
quence is, that we follow the tracks of others who 
give us some plan of the gospel. Our greatest 
difficulty consists not in learning, but in wnleaming. 
Men have dimmed the lustre of the gospel to make it 
more reasonable to the mass of men, thinking that if it 
is put forward, it will be oflFensive ; therefore, to make it 
more acceptable, they dim the lustre of the grace of 
Grod. They would rather do away with Christ and 
raise man, than annihilate man and T[i"aka ^otcshs^ "^^ 
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Secondly, we must appropriate the gospel — ^must 
take it to ourselves. If you have not so received it 
as to believe it to belong to you, without reference 
to any other, you have not drawn out of it the com- 
fort that you ought. There are many hearing for 
others, and Kstening for others, who have Httle deal- 
ings with their own hearts — thinking how this or that 
preaching would suit this or that man. The minister 
is ^accountable to Christ; your business is to see that 
he gives you the truth and not to think of objections. 
Our duty is to take the silver trumpet, and men shall 
" know that a prophet has been among them." All 
that we have to do, is to feed the sheep of Christ. 

Appropriate the gospel by receiving it, because 
Grod has spoken it, " The word of the Lord endureth 
for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel 
is preached imto you." — 1 Peter i. 25. 

Use it continually. You will never go on com- 
fortably unless you have the sprinkling continually 
on your heart and conscience; the blood must keep 
peace there, if ever you would walk at liberty. If 
you are a Christian, you will know bitterness of soul; 
but, notwithstanding its corruptions, you ought to 
keep it in peace through the sprinkling of the blood, 
and not to add sin when you feel sin. You are to 
get strength, help, and comfort, in looking to the 
work of Christ, and you are to make this " gospel of 
peace " the foundation of everything that you do. 

You will not have liberty in prayer if you do not 
see that you have access to the Throne by the blood 
€$ Bpxivik\mg» In all your difficulties, use it. 
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The promise to Asher is, " As is thy day, so shall 
thy strength be." Remember that in the covenant, 
Grod is engaged to take care of you. 

If you have appropriated the gospel, you will 
learn to pity those enemies who are trying to hinder 
you. Appropriating the gospel will teach you to 
stand upon high ground, and to compassionate them, 
knowing that all things are working together for 
your good. If you know the gospel, cherish it, 
think much of it ; never make light of what God has 
done for you. 

Think of those who have not the light of the 
gospel — ^when your bosom swells with the thought of 
what He has done for you, a poor sinner, then feel 
for those who are sitting in the. shadow of death, 
and, in as far as you are concerned, let it go forth 
amongst them. Think of what a dense mass of 
ignorance and vice this country presents in this day 
of light. 
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DISCOUESE X. 



Ephesians vi. 16. 

** Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall 
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked." 

We have, described in the text, the mode in which 
the enemy assaults God's people. There is a word 
of warning as to those dangers to which they are 
exposed ; there is a word of instruction to the 
Christian. He is to stand, and not to faint ; he is 
to take the shield of faith, and with it to quench all 
the fiery d^xts of the wicked. 

There is much delicacy needed in handling this 
subject, for in it we have to speak to a particular 
class of people. It will be said that the minister 
selects a certain few, and speaks to those few. 
Nevertheless, we speak of the difficulties and dangers 
of Christians, and Grod grant that there may be 
many such amongst us. 

The Wicked One, as the great opposer of Christ, is 
the active enemy of His people, for they are " His 
jewels," and therefore he troubles them. He bears 
enmity to them, inasmuch as he sees them to be 
the precious blood-bought ones, given to Christ by 
His Father. His mode of attack is represented by 
"fiery darts." We understand by this figure the 
Buhtle attempts which the enemy makes to harass, 
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wound, and grieve the spirits of God's dear children. 
Who can enumerate them? Eye hath not seen 
them. We . might go, as it were, into the deep 
billows of the sea, into the armoury of that wicked 
spirit, and discover subtlety, skill, and malice at 
work, pointing them against God's people. We 
cannot conceive the amazing laboratory of the 
Wicked One, but the whole Scripture presents the 
effects of it. Like to a great battle-field, it presents 
many a warrior standing against this enemy — many, 
also, of these servants of Christ lying wounded. 

We cannot enumerate all his shafts, but we may 
mention some. There is one book of Scripture 
which is well called the " Anatomy of the human 
soul,"; in which is shown much of the working of the 
Wicked One on the souls of God's people, and the 
grief which is caused thereby to the spirits of many 
of His chosen. He directs some of his shafts 
against the minds and intellects of Christians. 
God says one thing, and Satan suggests another. 
God gives one plain declaration of the truth, and 
Satan puts into the mind doubtings, and questionings, 
and reasonings. He uses the instrumentality of 
cavillers, who are doing his work when they hold up 
the truth to ridicule. The world teems with books 
which dim the lustre of Christ's glory. The wicked 
one works by ridicule as well as by cavilling. 
Many who are possessed of physical courage have 
not the moral courage to meet the shaft of ridicule. 
He also works on the imagination — he uses his 
power to dress up that which grieves the mix\<i& <^^ 
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the people of God. He works upon the aflfections, 
directing his arrows at some one in particular. 
Those which he works on are described in Matt. xv. 
and Gal. v. The heart of man is a fountain of 
streams of wickedness in which he can work — can 
bring out evil tempers, wrong dispositions which he 
stirs up, pride, uncharitableness, malignity. If you 
know anything of your own souls, if he has been 
dealing with you as with the Lord's people, you will 
say, " This is but a small part of his workings, for he 
has gone deep into the hidden chambers of the 
soul!" 

Darts imply a sudden attack made when all is 
calm and sunshine. In coming out from your closet 
where you have been holding converse with God, 
having His spirit resting on your hearts, and when 
you have thought that all was peace, you have gone 
out to the business of the day, and Satan has gone 
with you. How soon has it become a storm ! How 
agitated and disturbed ! What is this ? It is some 
dart shot out, and perhaps the "shield of faith" 
was not there ; it has been left in the chamber 
behind us. We have thought that we were 
sufficient of ourselves to meet that day all that we 
should encounter. 

Job saw the hand of God in his suflferings, he looks 
beyond that of Satan, chap, vi., he speaks of the 
poisoned arrows of the Almighty — "the terrors of God 
do set themselves in array against me." In chapters 
xiii. and xvi. he describes the pain and restlessness 
whidh came into his soul from the darts of Satan. 
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Why these sufferings from them? Because the 
child of Gk)d hates sin wherever he discovers it, and, 
£rom whatever quarter it may come, he has been 
made to feel that sin is an exceedingly bitter thing. 

The Christian's mode of defence against these 
darts is taking the "shield of faith." We must 
understand what this is; great stress is laid on it in 
Scripture. It is that principle implanted in the 
breast which God most honours. The man that 
does not believe, the "record of God has made Him a 
Kar." There is no principle to which Satan is more 
opposed, none that he tries more fiercely to counter- 
act. How does he this? By misrepresenting what 
men of God say. They are represented as those who 
teach that if a man beHeve certain doctrines it 
matters not how he lives. They are caricatured by 
the suggestions of Satan. He sends forth men who say 
that they believe in God, counterfeits of Christianity, 
who, perhaps, speak high doctrine, whilst they 
damage the truth by their inconsistency ; and then 
the world points to them and says, " There is your 
Christianity." 

For this reason a minister ought to speak much of 
faith. By faith, we imderstand simply believing 
what God says. All are not believers because they 
profess ; were it so, there would follow this monstrous 
conclusion that a Christian is one who may live in 
the practice of the world, and the spirit of it, 
liaying his heart in it, aiid yet be a beHever. 

Faith is a powerful principle in the heart, planted 
by the Holy Ghost — the gift of God \i^«tor«^^\si.*«3afe 



i 
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sovereignty of His grace. "No man can believe 
that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Grhost." 
It is a powerful, practical, influential principle. 
If your believing be of the right stamp, it will be 
of God ; if it be of Grod, the world amongst whom 
you live, will mark you as Christ's servants. Are 
you ready for it ? It will not only mark you as the 
Lord's, but it will not be pleased with you on 
account of it. " Marvel not my brethren if the 
world hate you." As to the object and matter of 
faith : it is not the believing that there is a Grod, a 
heaven, and a hell, but it is believing the testimony 
that Grod has given of His Son, the covenant of the 
Father, Son, and Spirit, as carried out and developed 
in the work of Christ. 

Faith is the believing, upon the authority of Grod's 
word, those things which are declared in the 
Scriptures — believing the testimony that " Grod 
hath given unto us eternal life, and that this life is 
in His Son." It is appropriating and laying hold 
on it, living upon, and rejoicing in, this salvation. 
Faith is called a " shield," showing how it is to be 
used. From whatever quarter darts come, they are 
to be received upon it. It is large enough and 
strong enough to keep them oflF, from whatever 
quarter they may come to assault us, when enabled 
to rest quietly in what God has said— that is 
quenching the fiery dart. Whether it be the sugges- 
tions of Satan, or the corruptions of our own hearts, 
let us present the shield of faith, wet with the blood 
of Christ, to quench all these fiery darts. If you 
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have not experience of these things, they are not 
intelligible to you — it is written " There is none that 
understandeth," because the heart and mind are 
swallowed up in the world and sin. 

Some complain that this is a difficult subject, but 
how can they understand if they do not know the 
mind of Grod as revealed in the Scriptures — Canticles 
viii. 5, the Church of Christ is seen as "leaning 
on her Beloved." 

However hard the battle may be, you will find 
that you have One on whom to trust, who has said, 
" I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." 
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DISCOUKSE XL 



Ephesians vi. 17. 
** And take the helmet of salVation." 

The common interpretation of this passage is taken 
from 1 Thes. v. 8 : " For an helmet the hope of 
• salvation ;" hut I do not take it to mean the grace of 
hope. Wherever the helmet is mentioned it does 
not always mean hope. A man cannot put on this 
helmet without hope, which constitutes a chief 
element in it ; hut to limit it to this, is to take too 
narrow a view of it. But take it exactly as it is — 
take salvation. A Christian in his warfare against the 
world, the flesh, and the devil, is to appropriate, to 
put on, and to use this helmet. It includes confidence 
of the highest order. We will speak first — Of this 
salvation ; secondly — ^Wherefore this figure is used ; 
thirdly — The experimental view of the use to be 
made of it. 

We need to be led to the consideration of this 
important word. Salvation ; its fall meaning is not 
admitted by many who have the theory of it. There 
is a vast field of surface-religion, which forms the 
blight of our day. One gathers it from a preacher, 
another from a book. But it is one thing to gather it 
thus, and it is another to know practically and 
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experimentally in our own souls what this salvation 
is, and to be able to say Scripturally, what we believe, 
why we believe, and in whom we believe. If you are 
to maintain the conflict you must know something of 
salvation; viz., what the source of it— what the 
foundation of it — and what are the benefits of it. 

The source is the sovereign, spontaneous, merciful 
regard of a covenant Jehovah to the children of 
His love, given to His Son — there is the source of 
my salvation as a poor sinner. The apostles always 
begin in this manner in their spiritual treatises. They 
go to the source, even the eternal election of God. 
They then go through the work of the other persons 
in the covenant, viz., the Son and Spirit. If I did 
not see that, as a sinner, my salvation was just God's 
appointment and accomplishment through the work 
of His Son, I could not get on one step. It is a 
matter of His sovereign grace, therefore it is not a 
matter of imcertainty, conditional on my doings and 
efforts— given to me, i.e., planned concerning me, 
before the world was. 

The foundation of this salvation is simply the 
Lord Jesus Christ. It is called (Eph. i. 13) the 
" gospel of salvation," because it is wholly wrought 
out by Christ, through His death, righteousness and 
intercession — ^in His prophetical, priestly, and kingly 
offices. "He is able to save to the uttermost all 
that come unto God by Him." — Heb vii. 25. Here 
is a large declaration of mercy. The benefits in- 
cluded in this gospel of salvation are a full, free, 
and present salvation. The man who 'b^\i5ss^'?i» \si. 
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the forgiveness of sins is saved in Christ, and stands 
boldly before God, a justified man. Nothing can be 
laid to his charge. He has an interest in the 
covenant love of the Father, Son, and Spirit. 

Why is the figure of a helmet used ? Because in 
warfare, if a man be wounded in the head, he is 
disabled in the fight. When the enemy comes, he 
tries to disable you — he aims his blows where he 
thinks to do this, and so to send you out of the field. 
A helmet implies not only protection but comeliness. 

The practical use to be made of the subject of 
the text is this — that there is to be a manifest and 
evident profession of Christianity. There must be 
such a profession as will be intelligible to all around. 
There is such a thing as smothering it, and then, 
when convenient, giving out something of it in some 
circles without trouble. 

Do not make a profession of religion, if you know 
nothing about it. Shew what the Lord has done for 
you, and then you will get hard knocks. 

The gospel is not a matter of opinion, it is a 
matter of truth. There must be a system in religion. 
God is a God of order. The system of Christianity 
is "ordered in all things and sure." It is beautifully 
harmonious. 

This helmet of salvation will soon meet with hard 
blows from the old blunted weapons that will be 
brought against it ; but it can turn off all that can 
be forged by the enemy. Some of these old weapons 
are, that " these doctrines are dangerous and pre- 
sumptuouB.^^ Then there are blows of facts. Tou 
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will be told of those who have made shipwreck of 
their faith. Tou are not to be turned away by 
these, but put on the helmet, and it will be proved 
that it can bear them all and blunt them all. 

There are assaults from within. There may be 
dark seasons of long-protracted conflict — felt corrup- 
tion in the breast — struggling with one's self. In 
all this our darkness, if the devil can persuade us to 
introduce one element of self into salvation, then we 
shall be driven to and fro like a leaf. 

It is because the conflict is so strong that we need 
to put on the helmet of salvation, because our 
dangers and our weakness are so great. We must 
stand in the Lord Jesus Christ, and not in ourselves. 
Therefore, we must put it on — we must look to Christ 
as our all — we are complete in Him. 



'^» 
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DISCOUKSE XII. 



Ephesians vi. 17. 
" And take the sword of the Spirit." 

Hitherto we have been considering only the armour 
for protection in whatever part the blow comes, but 
here we are told to take a weapon, and not only to 
stand on the defensive, but to remember that a 
Christian is a soldier for Christ— that there is some- 
thing active and energetic in the warfare in which 
he is engaged — that the man of God ought to be an 
intelligent man — that he is to seek not only to escape 
imhurt, but he is to do something for Christ. 

Are you aware of the nature of the warfare you 
are to go ? and are you intelligently carrying it on P 
The Christian ought to be able to overcome. 

There is a close, individual, personal fighting — 
not a looking on — ^the very energy of the Christian 
warfare lies in the being skilfiil in the word of God. 

The errors which are abroad in the world are 
owing to ignorance of the Scriptures — ^unsettledness 
in ourselves is owing to our not being established in 
the word of God. "Ye do err, not knowing the 
Scriptures." — Matt. xxii. 29. 

The Bible is a large subject to travel over. The 
first subject to treat of is the Divine Inspiration of 

i]ft»Bo^; and the doctrine, as a consequence, fiow- 
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ing out from this subject, is the Authority and Suffi- 
ciency of the Scriptures. 

Secondly — The Agency of the Holy Ghhost through 
this word, for which cause it is called the " sword of 
the Spirit." 

Thirdly — ^We shall give some directions as to the 
Eight Study and Skilfiil using of it in the spiritual 
conflict. 

Our subject for this day is that which I have first 
proposed. There can be no true knowledge of the 
true God, but as He is pleased to reveal Himself. 
This is the foundation of the argument. 

What is called Natural religion in which man may 
confirm himself without the Written Word, is inade- 
quate to give such knowledge of the true God as 
man wants. I would call your attention to the 
moral degradation of those nations who have not the 
inspired Word amongst them — ^to their degrading 
superstitions from the want of it. Tradition could 
never be depended on, as a sufficiently accurate or 
safe channel for the transmission of God*s truth from 
one generation to another. Look at the history at 
the beginning of the Bible, when men's lives were 
so prolonged that they could have transmitted to 
one another those truths which they had received 
themselves, directly from God. When God had 
suffered tradition to be tried, and its inadequacy 
proved. He Himself penned a revelation of His own 
mind and will. 

It is a remarkable fact that we discover in all 
heathen fabulous writings that ti^di^iorsi^ <^1 ^^"sii^ 

1L^ 



68 SKETCHES OF NINETEEN DISCOURSES. 

truths had come among them, but had been miser- 
ably corrupted. 

If God has been pleased to give a written revela- 
tion of His mind and will, we assert that it is agree- 
able to every analogy, that that revelation must bear 
on it the impress of Divine authority, and needs not 
extrinsic support to establish it. It is a great point 
to consider that the Book of Creation is fully ade- 
quate to the purpose Jor which God intended it ; but 
that purpose never was to meet the wants of man as 
a degraded sinner, who has a soul to be saved. 

In Eom. i. 19-20 God charges men with wilful 
neglect of that Book when they did not take in from 
it what God intends it to convey to man, " even the 
Eternal Power and Godhead." 

If a sinner could be brought to understand the 
meaning of the Eternal Power and Godhead, he 
would be crushed under the sense of the weight of 
agony impending over him, and feel the need of a 
way of making peace with God. — The Bible is its 
own witness. All other evidence, though well in its 
proper place, and not to be despised, is only sub- 
sidiary — ^the Bible establishes its authority out of 
itself — as to its external evidence. 

Here we see a nation submitted to a peculiar code 
of laws, and to many revolting institutions imposed 
on them ; and, with most extraordinary tenacity, they 
held these rites and customs with the books which 
embodied them. 

In the New Testament, here is a set of books 
commonly reoeived, copied, and translated, the sub- 
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jeot of argument of many sects which sprang up — 
most conflicting heresies were put forth, and all 
appeal to the Scriptures in proof of what they say. 
Upwards of five hundred manuscripts have been 
compared and examined, and nothing important, of 
opposition to each other has been found, but all are 
corresponding and harmonious in the great truths. 
The Lord's Supper, where did it come from ? There 
are but two institutions left to the Christian Church 
which we celebrate on the authority of this Word. 
Is it possible that at any period of the world there 
could have been such a sleepiness over the minds of 
men, such a drugging of the faculties, as that in it 
there should have been palmed upon the minds of 
men an institution which everybody observes, no one 
knowing whence it came ! It has been well said, 
that to " forge the Bible would have been as great 
an impossibility as to forge the world." 

We produce some arguments in favour of the 
Bible being its own witness. This book is not one 
continued series of theological dissertation, but is 
a collection of writings over the space of fifteen 
hundred years, by men under different circumstances 
and of different countries — they are so many inde- 
pendent writings— there is a universal harmony in 
them all, bringing before us the one great truth — 
the Salvation of a sinner through the sacrifice of a 
substitute. 

There are three departments of its contents. 

Here is the most ancient history that we have, 
handed down and oarefolly ks^t, ^ \J<ja» \^^^k^ss^'^|M 
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is a history of things which never could be accounted 
for, but on the fact of Inspiration. 

It is a history not only of what God did, but of 
what He said, and of what He thought. It goes 
into the chambers of man's thoughts, and tells of 
transactions between God and man. 

Another department is that of Prophecy. How 
is it possible, but on the ground of inspiration, that 
there should be recorded, circumstances and events 
which were brought out hundreds and thousands of 
years afterwards ? I look at the fact of a people 
called Jews, who are often said to be the " stagger- 
mg argument " against infidek. I a^k one what 
he understands of them, except on the authority of 
God's Word? I go to another prophecy not fulr 
filled in past history. We have no need to rake out 
its Mfilment, for we see it in the present day, viz. : 
Q^n. xvi. 11, 12, fulfilled in the Arabs. There is 
another prophecy which is much overlooked; it is 
Gen. ix. 25-29. Horsley has shown us in that 
prophecy of Noah, concerning his sons, the history 
of the whole African world, of the whole Eastern 
and Western world, just as we see it fulfilled in our 
own day, to the very letter. 

The other department of the Word of God is 
Doctrine, What are these doctrines ? There is 
the declaration of what God is, in which is pre- 
sented to us the Unity of the Godhead subsisting in 
the Trinity, defjdng the pimy thoughts of man. It 
tells of the necessity of the Incarnation of the Son 
of&od, the fleoond person in that Trinity— that He 
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died and rose again for man's salvation, and that 
according to the purpose and sovereign grace of 
Jehovah, He saves His people — ^that the subjects of 
His grace are not the righteous. The Word of 
God tells us of the spiritual change wrought in the 
subjects of His grace — that they are bom of the 
Spirit — ^that God's purpose toward them can never 
be thwarted — ^that they are so preserved that none 
can take them out of the hand of Christ. 

These doctrines are all opposed to the wishes, 
the pride and reason of man ; yet with all this, they 
are extant. The Bible has its own authority, and 
suj£ciency with it. If it be the inspired Word of 
God, I afik with what feelings and with what im- 
pressions many whom I now address can go home 
and trample on its authority ? " He that rejecteth 
me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that 
judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the 
same shall judge him in the last day." — John xii. 
48. 

What stupidity and blasphemy that soul must be 
in that tramples on this word ! 

This book tells me that the friendship of the 
world is enmity with God — a brand, that might be 
written on multitudes. 
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DISCOUESE XIII. 



Ephesians vi. 17. 
'' The sword of the Spirit." 

It is important for us, who live in a time of danger, 
to examine well what we mean by these Scriptures, 
concerning which, so much is said in the present day. 
We lower our position when we take up first, as our 
strongest, the External evidences. Men of the world 
may sneer at Internal evidences as enthusiasm and 
feeling. 

Our subject this day is the Authority and Suffi- 
ciency of the Scriptures. Nothing but the mighty 
power and teaching of the Spirit can enable me, a 
worm of the earth, to speak aright on so vast a 
subject, and I pray that He may enable me to 
glorify a Covenant Jehovah, whilst unfolding it. 
This is no subject of Theological Theory, but we go 
to the root and sap of Practical Duty when we go 
to doctrine. Men want us to waste our time in 
telling them to do, what they don't want to do. 

When we tell them of the hidden spring which 
God puts into the soul, and which makes it to work, 
they do not like it. We fail lamentably by not 
Uving on the truth and authority of this book. 
Under all circumstances and trials whatever, we 
ought to go to hear what God says in it for our 
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guidance. The Scriptures claim for themselves 
Authority and Sufficiency. "And that from a 
child thou hast known the holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make thee wise unto salvation," &c. — 
2 Tim. iii. 15, 17 ; in Matt. xv. 4—" For God 
commanded, saying, honour thy father and mother," 
&c. Here observe what Christ says, that it was not 
Moses, but God who said it. Tou must have it 
fastened in your minds that all these writers were 
only the amanuenses of the Holy Spirit. Ver. 6 — 
" Te have made the commandment of God of none 
eflFect by your traditions." In Heb. iii. 7, Paul 
quotes from Psalm xcv. — "Wherefore the Holy 
Ghost saith," &c. In Acts xxviii. 25, there is an 
interesting account of Paul, the prisoner, in an in- 
terview, when some cavilling spirits were among 
those present, it is said that they " departed after 
that Paul had spoken one word. Well spake the 
Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet," &c. In 1 Cor. ii. 
Paul opens out the deep things of God ; he does 
so because he says that man cannot know them 
without the teaching of the Holy Spirit. No man 
can tell what is the mind of God, unless God declare 
it. In verse 12, he declares the authority of the 
word which he puts forth to this people. "Now 
we have received, not the spirit of the world, but 
the Spirit which is of God, that we might know the 
things that are freely given to us of God." 1 Thes. 
ii. 13, Paul says, " Te received it not as the word 
of men, but, as it is in truth, the word of God." 
Some persons have very ignorantly stated tha»t tJcssb 
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Q-Qspels axe of more authority than the rest of thd 
Scriptures, because they are 'the words of Christ, 
whilst all the others contain only the words of men. 
— ^Tou must guard against a very dangerous notion 
that ie abroad in the world, and that is found 
amongst books of the very highest authority, viz., 
that there are dilGferent kinds and degrees of In- 
spiration, ex., that in describing geographical situa- 
tion, when Paul directs Timothy to take wine, 
and gives directions about his cloak and parch- 
ments, there was no need in these cases of Divine 
inspiration. 

When the Holy Ghost took the hand of Paul and 
made him to write these words. He intended that 
they should stand there, and they are as much a 
matter of inspiration as that Jesus is the Son of 
God. If such a principle be permitted to enter into 
this great subject, we should not know where to 
stop ; my soul would lose its peace. But '* all Scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration of God." Some say 
that there are conflicting things in the "Word of God. 
Our translations are not inspired, and so we handle 
them sometimes rather roughly. We take liberties 
with them which we would not take with the Scrip- 
tures. Their full, entire, complete verbal inspiration 
is what we contend for, and we demand submission 
to that department of Scripture called Doctrine. 

When God demands our belief that He subsists in 
Trinity, man is not to question this. This is the 
position we should take up to grapple with infi- 
delitjr. Cecil's warning on this subject is this : " If 
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God haa taught you that the salvation of His people 
is a matter of His own purpose and grace, don't 
come down from it to present it in a more conoi- 
liatoiy way. Present it in the sovereignty in which 
God presents it in His Word, that it is for whom 
He pleases, without conditions and " ife," that make 
it more palatable — ^you honour God when you speak 
thus." 

The Incarnation and Death of the Son of God — 
that stumbling-block to many professing Christians 
of the present day, many of whom have not re- 
ceived the doctrine of the atonement as set forth in 
Scripture — ^you should set before the people that He 
came not for a contingent work, but that " He hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanctified" — ^that 
the support of the Divine life in the soul is extrinsic 
of man — that there is need of continual supplies of 
the Spirit in the soul — that there is no such thing as 
independent spiritual existence — ^there is an union of 
the soul with Christ-we are in Him, part of His 
Mystical Body. 

Another department to which we demand atten- 
tion is Practical Duty: this comprehends a large 
subject ; upon it the Bible speaks with authority. 
We would refer you to these passages following — 
Eom. vi. 23, 1 John ii. 15-17, Matt. vii. 13. AU 
these are authoritative declarations. 

The Scriptures contain all that is needful for us 
to know concerning God's Will and Essence. The 
6th Article of our Church was written to do away 
with the notion that man must briii^ Tm& ^'osi^^^ ^*s. 
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tradition to throw light on the great Sun which 
beams in the Scriptures. 

There are many things in my own breast which 
I should never understand but for the Scriptures. — 

The "Word of Grod is sufficient as to the Promises : 
** All the promises of God are in Him, yea, and in 
Him. Amen." — 2 Cor. i. 20. They are not con- 
tingent on me — they are independent of me, need- 
ing nothing to be added by me. Christ says, in 
Luke xvi. 31 : "If they hear not Moses and the 
Prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though 
one rose from the dead." 

I stand as securely on every promise of God's 
truth as if I had all the angels coining to bring 
testimony to my interest in them. They stand upon 
the bare prerogative of God's word — ^its truth is 
sufficient testimony. The coveixant was not made 
with you; it stands, it does not depend on you — 
you are only vessels, recipients of mercy. 
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DISCOUESE XIV. 



Ephesians VI. 17. 
** Take the sword of the Spirit." 

Our present subject is, Wherefore it is called the 
Sword of the Spirit. There are two points of view 
in which the term seems applicable — 1st. It has the 
Holy Spirit for its Author and Contriver. 2nd. It 
is the instrumentality which He is pleased to use in 
carrying out His purposes towards God's people. It 
is by this power alone that any can speak on this 
subject as they ought, or that any can hear savingly 
or intelligently. As to the first point, we observe 
that we commemorate in our Church a certain fact 
of the outpouring of the Spirit on the disciples, by 
which event, was introduced the dispensation of the 
Spirit of •the Lord. The Holy Ghost is at this time 
carrying on the work of God in this dispensation, 
and the people of God are taught dependence on 
Him, for every discovery of Christ to their souls. 
Unless they have a crookedness of mind to a degree 
that is miraculous, it must be plain, from the services 
of this day,* that there is as distinct a personaliiy, as 
real a subsistence, as peculiar an office, as direct 
an agency attributed to the Holy Ghost as to the 
Father and the Son. He is equal with the Father 

* Witsunday. 
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and the Son, whilst the only intelligent and gracious 
manifestation that Jehovah has made of Himself is 
in the face of Jesus* Christ. 

So it is equally plain from Scripture that it is the 
Spirit's special department to record and to reveal 
that manifestation. 

These Scriptures testify of Christ — " They are they 
"which testify of me " — John v. 39 — ^and they who 
gave this testimony of Jesus ^were moved by the 
Holy Ghost to write what they did. " For the pro- 
phecy came not in old time by the will of man ; but 
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost."— 2 Peter i. 21. " Of which salvation 
the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, 
who prophesied of the grace that should come unto 
you. Searching what, ol* what manner of time, the 
Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when 
it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and 
the glory that should follow." — 1 Peter i. 10. 

The Gospel is called " the ministration of the 
Spirit." — 2 Cor. iii. 8. The Spirit was to testify of, 
and to glorify, Christ, by revealing the things con- 
cerning his great ssllvation under this dispensation, 
"Which things also we speak, not in the words which 
man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth." — 1 Cor. ii. 13. 

We now take up the second point in our subject — 
viz., that the Word is the Instrumentality which the 
Holy Spirit uses, and none other, for saving and for 
carrying out the work of grace in the souls of the 
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Lord^s people — ^the pure gold of God's blessed truth 
can of itself do nothing independently of the Spirit's 
power. When we speak of the Word we do not 
confine it to so many printed pages of the Bible, but 
in whatever way its truths are communicated to the 
mind — whether by the reading or the preaching of 
the Word, or by the commimication of it from Mend 
to friend, &c. The truth of God, on the lip of the 
yoimgest child is the same as in the mouth of the 
greatest preacher, if the Spirit is pleased to make it 
effectual. " Who, then, is Paul, or who is Apollos, 
but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord 
gave to every man ?" — 1 Cor. iii. 5. The Word is 
the revelation of God's will and mind in the Gospel 
of his Son, whether deUvered oraUy, in the letter, or 
in substance. There has been superstitious regard 
to the printed words, and blind submission to the 
written Word, without reference to the Lord's own 
Truth. The preached and the written Word are to 
go together; the Bereans are commended because 
that, when they had heard the Word, they " searched 
the Scriptures daily." This is what we call on our 
people to do. Preaching is God's ordinance, but the 
test of its accuracy is the Word of God. 

(Here follows a quotation from Dr. Chalmers' 
" Lectures on Church Establishments," in which the 
oral word is compared to watches, and the written to 
a simdial, by which the former were regulated ; but 
in course of time the dial gradually ceased to be 
consulted, until it was at length shut up within the 
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walls of a convent; wherefore the watches went 
wrong, until the hands at length pointed at pictures 
— at crosses- — ^to the Virgin, saints, &c., &c., until the 
period of the Reformation, when the walls of the 
convent were broken down, and the dial brought out, 
so that the watches were set right again.) 

The word is set forth in Scripture, as the Instru- 
mentality to win soids to the knowledge of the 
Lord. " Of his own will begat he us with the word 
of truth." — James i. 18. " Being bom again, not 
of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the 
Word of God which liveth and abideth for ever." 
— 1 Peter i. 23. "In Christ Jesus I have be- 
gotten you through the Gospel." — 1 Cor. iv. 15. 
In these passages, the Apostles trace the regenera- 
tion of the soul to the word of God applied by 
the Holy Ghost. — It is interesting to look at the 
instances in the Scriptures of the conversion 
of sinners through the instrumentality of the 
Word. We have the case of the Eunuch in Acts 
viii., those of Lydia and the jailor in chap. xvi. 

Throughout Scripture, this instrumentality is 
compared to seed, to rain, to dew. — When God 
applies it, it becomes the seed of eternal life, and 
that, planting which nothing can root up. — Deut. 
xxxii. 2, Matt, xiii., 1 Cor. iiL 6-9. The word 
supplies, likewise, nourishment to the soul which 
has believed through its instrumentality. " As 
new-bom babes desire the sincere milk of the word 
that ye may grow thereby." — 1 Peter ii. 2. 
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Throughout John xvii. Christ shows that it should 
be through the word that believers should receive 
the truth. It is a matter of God's sovereignty to 
apply the truth. " Of his own will begat he us by 
the word of truth" — ^the Spirit applies, and makes 
it eflfeotual. 

If this truth had not issued from the courts of 
Heaven, no man would dare to teach a religion 
which tells us that God justifies sinners. 

The sanctification of the Lord's people is through 
the belief of the truth. It is to the power of the 
Holy Ghost, and not to the mere Word, that we 
are to look. Of this we have example in the history 
of our blessed Lord, "Who spake as never man 
spake." He had the power of planting the truth 
in the hardest hearts, and of watering it ; yet, as 
if to leave a lesson to the Church in all ages. He 
would put the pre-eminence of His Spiritual, over 
His Corporeal presence. In the case of the very 
men for whom He prayed, " Father forgive them," 
and whom He purposed to save. He was pleased to 
stay the eflfect of that intercessory prayer, to suspend 
the Divine purposes, until after the event of the 
outpouring of the Spirit ; for He would put honour 
upon Him. He was pleased, through the instru- 
mentality of the Word then preached, to shake the 
hearts of five thousand persons who had crucified 
Hitn. 

The power which accompanies the Word is some- 
thing seen and felt— there is no misunderstanding 
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it. How is it to be accomited for that one is con- 
verted and not another? It is not because one 
is more yielding than another. But it is of the 
sovereignty of God; it is the mighty energy of 
the Spirit that applies the Word, and which applies 
the rain and the dew to the soul^ after it has 
received it. We would that there were more 
dependence on the Spirit in the Church of Christ ! 
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DISCOUESE XV. 



Ephesians vi. 17. 
** And take the sword of the Spirit.'* 

Our subject for this day is the Practical using of 
this weapon. The subject leads — 1st. To the im- 
portance of being estabHshed in the truth ; 2nd. 
It leads us to speak of the manner in which the 
Christian is to make use of this knowledge of 
Scripture. 

How he is to use it for conflict. How he is to 
make it available in all that he has to contend with, 
in the world. 

"We desire at all times to remember who it is that 
giveth wisdom. I can no more speak God's truth 
than a statue, if God the Spirit teach me not ; and 
you, who hear, cannot understand, imless He open 
your heart. May we look up, in faith and humility, 
for the teaching of the Holy Spirit. 

1st. The importance of being established in the 
trutL — ^In order to be established in it, there must 
be an implicit conviction in the soul of the truth 
and authority of the Word. In order to be 
established in the Word, there must not be a 
superficial view of the Word ; but an acquaintance 
with, and a knowledge of it — it is important to 
have impressed " line upon line " the authority of 



84 SKETCHES OF NINETEEN DISCOURSES. 

the Soriptures. Every day, I want to have it 
more deeply impressed upon my own mind. 

In this book there is a revelation of what we 
never could have known, if God had not revealed 
it. I want to trample under foot the infidel notion 
that this Word is to be measured by natural re- 
ligion, before we submit to it; because that is 
inadequate to teach our souls what God has been 
pleased to reveal in His Word. It is a special 
revelation to us. I am not going to run counter 
to Psalm xix. When an infidel man wishes to keep 
back the written Word, he refers to this, and says, 
that a man 0311 learn what he is to know of God 
from the woi^ks of Creation. God seems to have 
left three-fourths of the world in darkness to this 
day, to teach us how much could be learned out of 
that book ; they have read nothing out of it which 
has made them to submit intelligently to the rule 
and government of God ; but dimness of eyes 
has made them to read out of it, that which is 
horrible to the natural mind. All that they have 
gathered from it is, to bow down to stocks and 
stones, to make images which they call gods. God 
was pleased to give that book— which teaches His 
Eternal Power and Godhead — and they are re- 

• sponsible for not learning it out of that book. But 
it never taught the sinner that he is a sinner ; or, 
how his soul is to be saved. God gave His written 
Word to teach those things that belong to the 
soul's peace. The questions ought never to be 

raised, ^^Sow can these things be ?" " How is it in 
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acx)ordanoe with our notions P" but only, What is it 
which God has been pleased to reveal P 

There are two great subjects in the Scripture, viz. : 
What Gbd is ; and. How man is to do with Q-od in 
peace. We take up the doctrine of the Trinity; 
this is a doctrine purely of revelation. Natural 
l^ligion never could have arrived at it. It has been 
truly said that it is a matter of grammar, not of 
philosophy. It is a matter for a man who can 
understand words, and know what ideas are con- 
veyed by them. 

Man is not to bring his little taper of philosophy 
to throw light upon God's Word, We must stand 
upon God's Word. Any one that knows the mean- 
ing of words will see that each person in the Trinity 
is spoken of as a distinct personality, and that each 
is spoken of with every attribute of Deity. A man 
cannot be a Christian if he does not acknowledge 
the Glory, the Majesty, and Deity of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

There is another doctrine as mysterious as that 
of the Trinity, viz. : that of the gipel. which runs 
ooimter to man's notions all through. 

Man does not like it ; it tells of salvation to 
imworthy sinners — ^that's the subject of gospel grace 
— ^it comes to tell that salvation is of sovereignty. 
This is a great mystery ; that it comes through the 
blood-shedding of God's dear Son, and none else. 
Men stumble at the. Person and Work of Christ — 
at the spiritual character of the gospel, which de- 
clares that, " Except a man be bom again, he can- 
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not see the kingdom of God." It tells us that 
there are not materials in the human breast for 
God to work on ; that man must be a new man, a 
new creature ; that he must be from the beginning, 
altogether of God. All these are matters of pure 
revelation. 

I expect opposition to these things. In Isaiah iv. 
it is said : " My thoughts are higher than your 
thoughts, and my ways than your ways." When 
men say they cannot measure these things by their 
reasoning powers — ^when a man says, "I won't 
believe, I can never see these things," — ^I do not 
wonder at it ; for I turn to 1 Cor. ii. 14, where it 
is said that the " Natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness 
unto him ; neither can he know them, because they 
axe spirituaUy discerned." 

K. Christian must be acquainted with the Word 
— ^this is a practical subject. The whole of the 
Scriptures testify of Christ. When He opened 
them up to His disciples, it is said that "Beginning 
at Moses and all the Prophets, he expounded unto 
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning 
himself." — ^Luke xxiv. 27. To have the key to 
the Scriptures is to have Christ, and to know that 
they testify of Him. 

" AU Scripture is given by inspiration of God." 

This being so, no part is to be rejected, and no part 

to be neglected. All this Word being God's, any 

part of it can only be rejected or neglected at our 

peril. 
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These Scriptures axe not to be measured by our 
own reasoning powers. There is a greater power 
needed to bring it home to our minds. " For God, 
who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jesus 
Christ." — 2 Cor. iv. 6. In verses 3 4, we are told 
why it is that a man does not understand the Scrip- 
tures. "If our gospel be hid» it is hid to them 
that are lost : in whom the God of this world hath 
blinded the eyes of them that believe not, lest the 
light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the 
image of God, should shine unto them.'' 

In order to come to understand the Scriptures, 
there must be an habitual, daily, systematic reading 
of them. You will never come to the knowledge 
of the letter of them, unless you read them in a 
regular way. You should read them regularly, not 
a little here and there — ^you must read' for yourself, 
not with others. Beware of those infidel notions 
that are in many books, that make the Scriptures a 
kind of allegory. My own soul has found rest in 
the reading of them, since it pleased God to teach 
me to take them as literally as possible. God gave 
His Word to simple plain people, to read it as 
if He intended them to understand what He wrote ; 
and not to mystify it as though only for the learned 
to understand what He wrote. Take care how you 
suppose one part of them to be at variance with 
another; take care that you ascertain what is the 
drift and argument of the writei. 0\i^ ^-xsassss^ 
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occurs in James ii., where the Apostle, writing on 
Christian duties, says, " We see, then, Jiow a man 
is justified by works ;"'and some say, this is contrary 
to what St. Paul says of justification by faith ; but 
read the argument here. James is not writing 
about justification; he is shewing that a man, saying 
that he has faith, is nothing, if he have not works ; 
whHst writing on this subject, he says, "Abraham be- 
Keved God, and it was counted to him for righteous^ 
ness." This would be the strangest argument to 
have used, if he had been proving justification by 
works ! Paul says that if a man is ever saved, it 
must be a matter entirely gratuitous on God's part. 
— I tremble for this nation if this book is not a fable. 
This "Word of God is treated by, the mass of the 
people in the present day — ^by those in high- places 
to whom we want to look up with deference — as if 
it might be submitted to man's examination, and 
be doled out in portions by a few, according as they 
think well to give. I would that the words of the 
Prophet Isaiah, chap. v. verse 24, were stereotyped over 
this nation, over the doors of its assemblies, over the 
throne : " Therefore as the fire devoureth the ptubble, 
aad the flame consimieth the chafi*, so their root shall 
be as rottenness, and their blossom shaU go up m 
dust ; because they have cast away the law of the 
Lord of Hosts, and despised the Word of the Holy 
One of Israel." 
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DISCOURSE XVI. 



Ephesians vi. 17. 
" Take the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God." 

Our sutject of to-day is the Practical direction which 
we huve before us, as to the using of the weapon 
which God has put into the hand of the Christian 
soldier. And, in speaking of the use of this weapon, 
it appears that we ought to shew you how he is to 
use the Word, as regards his own personal expe- 
rience, and in reference to others. It is a practical 
subject that we now enter upon. There is nothing 
of greater importance to the Christian maa as re- 
gards his steadiness of walk^-his own usefahiess to 
others, and the comfort of his own soul, than the 
being skilftd in the word of truth. May the Lord 
who gave the Word, and who only can make it 
eflFectual, be present with me. His servaat, whUst 
preaching, and with you who hear this important 
subject, and may great grace be upon us all ! 

Remember, that by the Word of Grod we under- 
stand God's truth, not the superstitious use of the 
Word. Some turn to a part of the Bible, and think 
ttat they have a special revelation, as though they 
thought that God was bound to make it to them just 
at that particular time. I do not mean to say that 
on special occasions Christians K«uN^ TksA.,\r3 Hssksssl^ 
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to the Word, found assistance in directing them; 
but I am always e^gainst enthusiasm and excitement 
in religion. I want the man of God to be a calm, 
steady, habitugi believer in Christ — ^not carried away 
by a flash — ^but skilful in the word— able to apply it 
in every circumstance. 

We will take up certain depaitments of Christian 
experience. In the path of duty — ^in the depart- 
ment of trial, which He has in common with others 
— ^in soul trials, peculiar to the Christian, and of 
which none know anything but the Lord — ^under all 
these circumstances the Word must be everything. 
God's truth is the revelation which He has been 
pleased to make to His people — ^that He has a 
people — ^that He loves them — ^that Christ's work re- 
gards them. A Christian is called in Scripture a 
servant of God — ^a soldier and witness for Christ — 
also a son of God by adoption in Christ. In Acts ix., 
we learn that when the grace of God was manifested 
to a poor Pharisee whose heart was steeled against 
God, the question he asks is, " Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do P" 

The Lord, in speaking of him to another servant, 
who is to make to Paul a commimication of His 
grace, informs this servant as to what he is to do, 
saying, *' He is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my 
name before the Gentiles and kings, and the children 
of Israel, for I will shew him how great things he 
must suffer for my name's, sake." That's a Christian ! 
Any of you present who hear others urge the im- 
poiianoe of bringing practical things before a con- 
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gregation — do you urge that you heard from this 
pulpit that that " vessel of mercy " and of privilege 
is a servant of God — a soldier — a witness — ^a son of 
Q-od by adoption ; and you may also add you heard 
that a man calHng himself a Christian — who has no 
mark of being a servant — who is too cowardly to be 
a witness or soldier — who has none of the throbbings 
of a child of God — ^that the man who exhibits 
nothing of this character, gives no evidence of his 
being a child of God. 

We love to exhibit the Christian with all this re- 
sponsibility of character, and all that is required of 
him, but assisted by the grace of God. We would 
raise to the highest, the standard of Christian morals 
and godliness. If we could, we would raise it higher. 
The Christian has large duties to perform, peculiar 
to him as a child of God. He has personal duties — 
transactions between him and God. He has relative 
duties to perform towards those around him. He 
has besides to do with the allotments of God — as, 
for instance, Paul had to suffer for Christ. 

A Christian man is called to be a drag on the 
wheels of a wicked world — ^to hang upon it. When 
a Christian goes into an ungodly community he 
ought to be a damper upon it. He lowers the 
Christian flag when he does not make the world to 
feel that it is inconvenient to have him near them. 
He must also have constant and urgent duties to 
fulfil. A Christian is a man who is called to reflect 
something of the glory of the Lord: "Let your 
light so shine before men that thfty "o^^ ^<^^ ^^^sqol 



92 SKETCHES OF NINETEEN DISCOURSES. 

good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven." 

It is no light matter to be a Christian. It is a 
hollow, jingling Christianity that is in the world. 
Were it brought to the test, how much of it would 
stand? 

With all these duties, difficulties, and responsi- 
bilities, the Christian is to look to God's Word for 
encouragement and guidance. 

When Joshua, a servant of the Lord, was called 
to a difficult charge, such as flesh and blood shrunk 
from, that of the care and guidance of the children 
of Israel, what was it that enabled him to undertake 
the charge of that rebellious and gainsaying people, 
and to bear with them ? 

It was Grod's Word that enabled him. He received 
his commission from Gk)d. He sent him, but He 
told him that He would be with him, and not to be 
afraid of any circumstance or people. God told him 
to take His Word and follow it : " Have not I com- 
manded thee ? Be strong, and of a good courage ; 
be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed, for the 
Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou 
goest." — Joshua i. 9. This is the Christian's spring of 
energy for duty ! We ministers know what it is to be 
himibled to the dust imder a sense of failure in duty ! 

What is it, notwithstanding, that enables us, for 
OUT work, to bear up under responsibility— on every 
side to be watched and sifted, and exposed to remark 
in* our pulpits — what is it that enables us to go 
through OUT duty P 
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A man of the world knows nothing of this re- 
sponsibility. His care is only how he shaU eat 
and drink. The infidel principle, " Let ns eat and 
drink, for to-morrow we die," is that which governs 
the world. What enables ns for duty but the con- 
viction that we roll ourselves on the mighty power 
of Grod ; we feel that He is with us ; our duty is to 
live by continual faith on Christ ; we see ourselves 
accepted in him, and realise every truth with which 
the Gospel is studded. 

Imperfect views of the Q-ospel, low views of Christ 
in His covenant relation to His people, engender legal 
fear, and make us go shackled to duty; whereas, when 
we feel called by God to work, we know that He is 
engaged to go with us — ^that we have the blood of 
His Son upon us — ^we can call God our Father — can 
go to BSm in every trial and difficulty, and say, " I 
go not to this warfare at mine own charge, God must 
be with me." It was this habitual realising of the 
truth of God that enabled the Apostles to speak as 
they did : " Whether it be right in the sight of God 
to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. 
For we cannot but speak the things which we have 
seen and heard." — ^Acts iv. 19, 20. 

I believe, and the heart sickens at the thought, 
that the day is not far off when the same words will 
be used ; and God grant that His servants may be 
then of the same metal, the same stem stuff, to say 
what Peter and John said. Abraham was under 
difficulties when he was commanded to do that which 
flesh and blood shrunk at. W\i^\i ^^^ S^ *^^ <53o^- 
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abled him with steady hand to grasp the knife — ^that 
steeled him so as to be ready to plimge it into the 
body of his child ? It was the Word, because God 
had spoken. That is the energy and principle which 
God can put into His poor servants, and enable 
them, for anything— to lean upon His truth and to 
remember what He has said. 

Another department of Christian experience is 
Outward Trial. A Christian is called, in the 
common lot of humanity, to endure outward 
calamity, which is begotten of the sin which our 
Forefather sowed on the earth. I have seen a man 
without religion bear up under this, and who seemed 
to be a conqueror of circumstances, whatever they 
might be ; and I have seen a chUd of God, who 
had dnmk deep into the love of Christ, stunned by 
the blow, apparently withering under the stroke of 
aflliction, and sinking under sorrow. The world 
contrasts these cases to the disadvantage of the 
Christian; but the diflference lies in the constitu- 
tional temperament. But the comparison that I 
vnll institute is between nature doing its best, and 
nature assisted, which can go to the Word of God, 
and unravel there the mystery why he whom God loves 
to everlasting should be a child of sorrow. He there 
marks the track of the beloved ones of God; he sees 
that they have aU trod the same path ; he knows 
then, from the Word, why God has dealt so with 
him; he is able to arm himself in the truth, and 
covenant love and mercy of God — feels that the 
^' darts/' however heavy, can never pierce his soul 
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to destroy him ; for that love, which was jfrom ever- 
lasting, will be to everlasting. This is a word of 
warning to the children of God. Remember what 
it is, poor sufferer, that is to support you when you 
are weak. Bear not your own burden ; cast it on 
Him who is able to sustain His people. Why go 
a warfare at your own charge ; " ye of little faith, 
wherefore did ye doubt?" The world will deal 
hardly with you, whatever you do ; it will not 
sympathise with you; but let them see what you 
are, and where your consolation is, and never let 
them say a word against the faithfulness of God. 

AU tHs support under outward trial is nothing 
to that under inward conflict ; whether it be under 
a sense of indwelling corruption, doubts, or fears, 
or the assaults and temptations of the Wicked One. 
Then is the time for God's servants to take this 
Word, when pressed down with a feeling of corrup- 
tion, in face of aU within and without, to look at 
the throne of God, encircled with His holiness, still 
to be able to wield the Word of truth, the gospel 
of salvation, and stand before God through the 
work of Christ — assured that nothing can separate 
them from the love of God in Christ. 

There are these dark seasons to the children of 
God ; then it is that the Holy Spirit brings God's 
bow in the cloud, throws the arch across, and 
discovers in it the blended attributes of God. 

A Christian must be skilful in the using of the 
Word as to others. He will meet with opposers ; 
he must oppose them all with God's weapons. Yqvl 
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will meet with questions diflScult to answer; but 
you must not be moved firom the truth. Take care 
how you come down from it. Beware of making 
God's truth bend to those who are opposed to it. 
Tou will be distressed that you cannot answer these 
opposers satisfactorily: but look to the power of 
the Spirit, and use the Word, leaving it to Him to 
apply it. 

The Christian is called also to administer comfort 
to those who need it. In doing so, remember that 
the secret spring of comfort is Christ. Never expect 
a blessing on any other. Remember the word of 
the Apostle, " Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom." — Col. iii. 

Believing much, and expecting much, you will 
find the Lord's Word fulfilled to you, — "I will 
never leave you nor forsake you." May the Lord 
make us skilful in the Word, both for ourselves and 
others, and grant that whether in public or in private, 
we may hear it and read it to His glory ! 
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DISCOURSE XVII. 



Ephesians vi. 18. 

" Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit." 

The direction this day to the Christian is that he is 
to be a man of prayer. You will observe that this 
is at the close of all the others. Having told him 
of all the different parts of the armour which God 
has laid up in the covenant for His own people, it 
brings man down to his proper position, and makes 
him to feel that with all that armour upon him, he 
can do nothing — ^that he is a poor dependent creature 
— ^it puts him on his knees ; it brings him down, and 
tells him that he must be a man of prayer. 

This is a deeply important and experimental 
subject. If it be a great condescension of God to 
reveal Himself in His Word, what should I say of 
the condescension of the Lord, who suffers you and 
me to come iato His presence, and to speak with 
Him. I often think of the spirit of humility, and 
feel it deeply myself, which Abraham confessed 
when he came before the Lord. "Behold now I 
have taken on me to speak imto the Lord, which 
am but dust and ashes." — Gen. xviii. 27. I desire 
to feel it iQ every approach to God; I know my 
privileges, and bless God for them. I know that 
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all the powers of darkness cannot prevent my access 
to God. I know that the way is sprinkled with the 
Blood of Christ. — I know that the oath of the 
covenant of God is engaged for me. I feel that I 
have access to the court of the King of kings, and 
that He hears me when I speak. Yet I feel that I 
have to be humbled — ^that I have so little humiliiy 
before Him; that I feel so little what Abraham 
felt — that I am but dust and ashes when I speaL 

There are two branches of prayer, viz. ; Personal 
and Intercessory. Personal prayer is the subject of 
this day. May the Lord give wisdom that I may 
speak wisely, and may His Spirit be with you who 
hear, that you may learn something more of the 
preciousness of Christ ! 

The direction is, to pray always; He takes for 
granted that this people is a praying people. I take 
it for granted that you who know something of 
God — something of the spiritual conflict — ^have been 
brought to your knees. There is no spiritual life 
where there is no prayer. Living without prayer 
is a clear evidence of ungodliness. That man does 
not admit the Lord te be the ruler of the world, or 
of himself ; he is living in a spirit of independence 
of God. The man who lives without prayer is a 
sort of god in his family — he lives by his circum- 
stances — ^by his own means. He is a very ignorant 
man. Paul, "teuching the righteousness of the 
law, was blameless ;" but when God sent a spark 
of light into his soul, the mark, which was set 
upon him was, that he was a praying man. 



THE WILES OF SATAN, ETC. 99 

Prayer is much inculcated in the Scriptures ; the 
Lord told His disciples that men ought always to 
pray. He said this to His own people ; for none 
others can pray. 

Men say that these are hard things when we say 
that God accepts no worship but through the Holy 
Spirit, according to the 18th article of our Church, 
which says, " They also are to be held accursed that 
presume to say, that every man will be saved by 
the law or sect which he professeth, so that he be 
diligent to frame his life according to that law and 
the light of nature ; fpr Holy Scripture doth set 
out imto us only the name of Jesus Christ, whereby 
men must be saved.*' 

If God is God, He will have worship ; therefore 
His people ought to be a praying people. This is 
written in the heart of man naturally. It is a mark 
of dependence on Him, not only in temporal, but 
spiritual things. 

Some say, " What is the use of praying, if the 
purposes of God never alter?" "All the purposes 
of God are yea and amen," and not one particle 
shall ever fail His people. 

The only answer you ought to give is, that God has 
appointed prayer as the means by which His people 
receive what is laid up for them in the covenant. 

In Isaiah xlii., there are promises to Christ that 
He will be upheld by God. In the prayer that 
He offered up with strong crying and tears, in 
JEis humanity, He exhibited His dependence on 
His Father. 
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Some say that they cannot use the Lord's prayer 
because, that in it, they are taught to say, " Forgive 
us our trespasses ;" for they believe that their sins 
were forgiven before the foundation of the world. I 
believe it to be my privilege to come to God and 
say, "Forgive me my sins for Christ's sake!" I 
want peace continually — to have my corruptions 
brought out and washed in the blood of Christ — I 
need that forgiveness every moment of my life. 

I want to have it sealed by the Holy Spirit's 
taking the blood and sprinkling it on me. 

There is Reality in the transaction of prayer 
before God. " Thou God seest me." I believe 
that the eye of God sees me on my knees, and that 
His ear is open to my cry. Wonderful things in 
Scripture have been done by prayer. When prayer 
was made continually for Peter, the prison doors 
were opened, and an Angel was sent to bring him 
out. When two servants of God were shut up in 
prison, God was with them as He was with Joseph, 
and then wonderful things happened. The Apostle 
James, chap, v., speaks of prayer as a wonderful thing. 
" Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, 
and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain, and 
it rained not on the earth by the space of three years 
and six months ; and he prayed again, and the heaven 
gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit." 

These things show that there is something of 
reality in prayer. It would be an interesting 
subject to take up the various instances of prayor, 
with their answers according to their circumstances. 
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We win take up that recorded in 2 Sam. chap- 
ters XV. to xvii. When the nation was risen up in 
rebellion there was a man considered wise, whose 
counsel was " as if a man had inquired at the oracle 
of Grod." — ^When David was told that Ahithophel 
had joined Absalom, he says nothing to the people, 
but prayed and said, *' Lord, I pray thee, turn the 
counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness !" Other men 
thought that they were wise too, and so, conflicting 
advice was given, which was thought more of. How 
did this happen ? The reason is given : " For the 
Lord had appointed to defeat the good counsel of 
Ahithophel." All these wise men were imder the 
control of the Lord. And when our wise men are 
taking their counsels, they can do nothing against 
God, for He can turn the advice of the wise into 
foolishness, and works His own purposes by them. 

"Praying always," that is, at every season and 
opportunity, there is to be an habitual acknowledg- 
ment of dependence upon God. Ungodly men say 
that they cannot always be praying. — ^A man of 
God is not to give up his lawful occupation. Paul 
the tent-maker was as diligent in his calling as 
others. A Christian ought to be more so ; whilst in 
business he ought to be continually in the element 
of prayer. 

The Old Testament ritual teaches this habitual 
acknowledgment of God in all our ways. 

The Lord's people feel that they must be a 
praying people in time of Prosperity as well as of 
Calamity. 
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Peter prayed on the housetop. — ^Abraham's ser- 
vant went comfortably on his journey because he 
thought that the Lord was with him. As soon as 
he got into the family he did not act as a coward, 
but he told them how it was that he had been 
successfal: "I said, Lord God of my master 
Abraham, if now thou do prosper my way which 
I go, &c." — Q-en. xxiv. 42; verse 48. "And I 
bowed my head and worshipped the Lord, and 
blessed the Lord Q-od of my master Abraham, 
which had led me in the right way^ to take my 
master's brother's daughter unto his son." 

We find men engaged in battle praying, with hosts 
of enemies around them. — (See 2 Chron. xiv. 11.) 
" Asa cried unto the Lord his God, and said, Lord, 
it is nothing with thee to help, whether with many, 
or with them that have no power ; help us, Lord, 
our God, for we rest in thee, and in thy name we go 
against this multitude. Lord, thou art our God, 
let not man prevail against thee. So the Lord smote 
the Ethiopians before Asa and before Judah, and the 
Ethiopians fled." We find likewise an instance of 
the same in the case of Jehoshaphat. — 2 Chron. xx. 

" All prayer," that is, all kinds of prayer. There 
must be Stated prayer — seasons to go into the closet 
to pray to God in secret. There must be Special 
prayer. When the Lord's people are driven to pray 
— to go to him with a particular burden to ask for 
help — when they feel the thorns and briars of the 
world scratching them. There must be Ejaculatory, 
or mental prayer. If a man neglect stated prayer 
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he cannot preserve the other, nor attain to it, unless 
he be drawing down the dew of the Spirit in retire- 
ment. JChere must be much of the Lord's presence 
in secret, in order to attain to this. 

" Praying in the Spirit '* is opposed to mere formal 
prayer. We must worship God in Spirit. We have 
great need to look particularly that we do not offer 
formal prayer, whether in public, or on our knees in 
our chamber. The mind is like a thoroughfare that 
all wild thoughts range over. You ought to culti- 
' vate a spiritual frame of mind. What is the great 
secret of maintaining this ? 

Take care of the world, how you let the things of 
it engross your soul, so that God should be a stranger 
there. Keep the world in its proper plaice, regarding 
it as it is, an ensnaring thing. Whatever be our 
wants, we cannot tell them out, unless God the 
Spirit be our help. " The Spirit helpeth our infir- 
mities, for we know not what we should pray for as 
we ought, but the Spirit itself maketh intercession 
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered." 
— Eom. viii. 26. The apostle James (v. 16) says 
that the " effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much." Effectual means " inwrought;" the 
prayer that God Himself has taught. He will hear. 
He sets Daniel praying when the time was come to 
deliver Israel from the captivity. 

There is no greater comfort thaix to know that 
God has sent us to prayer. It is not a new thing 
that He intends, for His purposes can never alter ; 
but He sends His people to prayer because He in- 
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tends to grant it, and therefore He has taught that 
prayer by His Holy Spirit. 

"Watching thereunto with all perseverance." 
There are many difficulties in prayer ; the devil is 
busy with us ; but we must persevere. The greatest 
evidence of faith is, waiting on the Lord. There 
would be no such thing as faith, if the heavens were 
opened and mercies showered down at our crying. 
But you know that you are prajdng through Christ, 
although you get not what you ask. God is keeping 
you waiting on Him in faith, to teach you the 
blessedness of waiting at His footstool. . 

In Psalms xlii. and Ixiii. we have presented in 
contrast those prayers which a child of God offers 
when under the clouds of adversity and those which 
he offers in the time of prosperity. There are times 
when God puts an edge upon the spirits of His 
people, to make them pray in earnest. This earnest- 
ness is called " seeking " and " looking." 

We conclude our subject of this day with these 
exhortations to you who know anything of prayer. 
Cultivate in your own souls a deep sense of your 
dependence on the Lord for everything. — ^Drag out 
every root of independence and self-righteousness; 
learn to feel that you are but an empty vessel. Do 
not talk of your faith, and love, and sincerity, &o. ; 
but tell to the Lord your extreme poverty. This 
is the way to be rich ! 

Again, I would exhort you to be honest in prayer. 

Speak the truth in prayer. There is such deceitful- 

Jies8 in our hearts, that you and I have asked things 
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that we did not exactly mean — asking one tiling, 
whilst we meant another. 

Chamock* quotes an instance of dishonesty in 
Moses. — ^Exodus iv. 13. He prays Grod to send by 
another, giving, as a reason, that he is " slow of 
speech ; " in verso 19, God tells him he may now go 
to his people, for they are dead who sought his life ; 
as if to say, that God had seen fear, to have been 
the true reason for his not having gone, whilst 
Moses gave another, and that this was a kind of 
rebuke to him. However true or otherwise this 
charge may be, we may find something of this in 
our own hearts that we have not asked in a straight- 
forward manner. We would further exhort you, 
look more to Christ than to yourself. We want to 
be more holy, faithful, humble, prayerful, &c., &c. 
But we have an amazing desire to see ourselves 
more beautiful ! 

Seek for the Spirit of God to enable you to think 
much of Christ. Be more anxious for His glory 
than for your own ; be more occupied with Christ 
than with yourself. 



* See " Discourse on Sovereignty of God," by Elisha Coles, ^^ 
Editor. ^F 
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DISCOURSE XVIIL 



Ephesians vi. 18. 

** And watching thereunto with all perseverance and sup- 
plication for all saints." 

The subject of our text is Intercessory prayer for 
those who are called " saints," for whom Paul was 
desirous that the Ephesians should offer prayer. 
We shall speak of the duty of intercessory prayer, 
showing the grounds for it. Treating it in a prac- 
tical way, we will suggest matters which we ought 
specially to lay before the Lord for them. We 
will also consider the encouragement given to Chris- 
tians in this matter. 

Dear brethren, we pray that God the Spirit may 
be with me, who speak, and with you, who hear, 
that our souls may be profited concerning this 
matter, and that God, through Jesus Christ, may 
be glorified. 

The term "saints," is an appellation belonging 
to every one of God's children. Every sinner who 
has been led by the grace of God to touch the hem 
of Christ's garment is a saint. The epithet is not 
used in Scripture to point out those who have 
attained to a certain eminence in the Christian life ; 
but it is applied to all those who believe in Christ. 

It IB a term of reproach among the people of the 
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world; poor ignorant people, who, not knowing 
what they do, are sinning against God, in using 
it in derision against His saints. 

Did those, who take God's language to wield it 
against His people, know what they are doing, they 
would turn pale with terror ! Any of you who are 
brought to know Christ, must know that you are 
His. Take care of the cowardly spirit which would 
say, " I wish I were !" when reproached with this title. 

You will more effectually stop the gainsayer if 
you say, " I bless God I am one !" Always be 
ready to acknowledge any blessing that He has 
bestowed on you. The term " saint " is one that 
you ought to glory in ; it reminds us of the conse- 
cration of God's people to Himself. 

It infers distinctness of character. A saint is 
one upon whom God has placed His distinguishing 
mark, by election of grace and adoption into His 
family ; who exhibits in his intercourse with his 
fellow men, that he is actuated by a peculiar 
principle that the world knovs not. 

The word "saint" reminds us of an important 
doctrine : it teaches the mighty and divine work 
which is engaged for, on behalf of this people, to 
make them what they are. — All education, all 
anxiety, will not make a saint. No one friend can 
bribg another. Saints are bom not of man, but of 
God. All this implies a purpose of God, in taking 
the sinner, and making him His own. His saints 
were sealed in the eternal purpose of God before 
the world was. 
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They are brought into this state through the 
Atonement of Christ, and the Sanctification of the 
Holy Grhost bringing out His peculiar people. 

If you want to understand the meaning of the 
term " saint," go to the Jewish ritual. There the 
ministers were sanctified for the worship of God, 
and also the worshippers, through the Atoning 
Blood and the Anointing OU. 

It is not a mere change of character that passes 
on a man. He who is a saint is peissed from death 
unto life ; he is as much saved now as if he were 
before God in glory. Heb. ix. 19 is a reference to 
Exod. xxiv. 8 : " For when Moses had spoken every 
precept to all the people, according to the law, he 
took the blood of calves and of goats, with water 
and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the 
book and all the people," showing the manner in 
which the people were made fit to approach to 
God with acceptable worship. No sinner, we are 
here taught, can approach to God but through the 
atonement of Christ. All prayer and worship are 
abomination to God unless done in faith. 

In Exod. xL, when all the service of God was 
arranged, and when the service was to commence, all 
the vessels were anointed, and if Israel dared to 
apply them to any common use, God visited them 
with sore judgments. All this is to bring before us 
what peculiar dignity and privilege belong to the 
children of God. A saint is one whom God the 
Holy Ghost has consecrated by the blood of Christ, 
and by His own unction. A saint is one who bears 
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a distinctive character. If you are a Christian — ^that 
is, one that is anointed with the Holy Ghost — ^you 
are a saint. The world, that hates Christ, is shrewd 
enough to read you ; it knows your responsibilities 
and what ought to be your character. Do you mix 
with the world and feel at home with those who are 
going the broad road to destruction. — They will point 
at you and say, " You had no business there. You 
say you are a Christian, and yet you say this, arid 
do this!" You learn that "Ye are not your own, 
for ye are bought with a price." — 1 Cor. vi. 19-20. 
There must be the Expression of this mighty prin- 
ciple in the outward life, showing to men that God 
has purposed us to be His peculiar people, that He 
has sanctified us out of the world, and that we are 
not for the common use of the world. 

This is no day for a Christian to be unmindful of 
the glorious privileges which God puts upon him, or 
to forget the distinctness of character that belongs 
to him. Take as warning this little word. The 
Lord will bring out this distinctness of character in 
His people. There is an instrumentality at work 
that will make the child of God to nestle imder the 
wing of Christ — ^when he will see his salvation so 
secure that all the powers of hell shall not be able to 
shake that church. They will be driven to distinct- 
ness of path and character, to mark them out, and 
to glorify God. 

There ought to be " supplication for all saints " 
on the part of God's people ; they should pray also 
for enemies ; not only for one another. — It ^ ^^s^cl 
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privilege to pray for those that are " far oflF." What- 
ever I ask I pray that it may be according to the 
eternal purpose of God. I cannot alter that purpose. 

The Scriptures set forth the relation between the 
children of God under various figures. All express 
mutual support, help, and sympathy. They ard 
spoken of as " one building." Each is a stone 
resting upon another, *making it compact. Also 
they are set- forth as " one body, all members one of 
another." The Lord has appointed this sympathy 
to be eflFected chiefly by prayer — the grand means of 
nourishing this union in the family of God. There 
may be many corrupt motives in our showing kind- 
ness to one another, but there can be none when we 
shut our door, and no eye sees us — when we spread 
out our petitions for those whom God loves. 

Let us consider the grounds for " suppKcation for 
all saints." Every child of God stands opposed to 
every principle of the world — a professor of truth, 
which the world can never bear. lie stands in a 
position of prominence and notice as a "city set 
upon a hill." Tour Christianity is nothing worth — 
it will not pass as genuine if it be buried so that 
none can see it. We herein perceive the need of the 
demand that Christians should pray for one another. 
Again, there is their responsibility as witnesses for 
Christ — ^their exposure to the temptations of Satan 
— ^to the snares and smiles and kind offices of the 
world — ^to danger at every step — besides that every 
Christian carries within himself a wretched heart, 
which he mourns every day — a heart as bad as 
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before he was a Christian at all — to mortify every 
day, through the power of the Holy Ghost. 

We will consider what ought to form the subjects 
of prayer. All matters imiversally ought to be 
brought to the Lord in prayer. We ought to get 
out of ourselves ; our hearts are seldom enlarged to 
feel for the church of Christ ; we are guilty in this 
matter when we forget it as a body. We ought to 
pray that it may be kept in soundaess of faith. 
There never was a time when there was more need 
to oflFer this prayer — ^when there are many errors 
through false doctrine to hurt the children of 
God. 

Another subject is, that God would preserve the 
Unity of the church in the bond of peace — ^that it 
may be kept together in one body and soul, loving 
one another as brethren in Christ. Also, that the 
Church may be kept in Spirituality. I fear lest 
many things creeping in among us should mar this. 
Let everything else perish, but let the Church be 
jealous* for the name of Christ in this day. Let us 
fear, lest in our anxiety and activity about many 
things, in themselves good, our spirituality should 
be injured. 

Another subject of " supplication " is the Protec- 
tion of the Church. God has made it here a witness 
on earth. There will be dark days for it ; but let 
the people of God be careful how they look to an 
arm of flesh — let them wield the engine of prayer, 
and let the unction of the spirit come down and keep 
them in spirituaUty. 
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A beKever has special circumstances to bring 
before the Lord. — How many can scan the conduct 
of their fellow men ! 

If our horrid tongues were more restrained, and 
this "world of iniquity" more controlled — ^if we 
were more earnest in prayer — ^if there were more 
' of saying to God, " There is a fault in a brother 
or sister," more of this than of speaking of them 
to others, there would be more of love to one 
another. When we see a fault in a brother, we 
cannot always tell it to him; but we can tell it 
to the Lord, and ask of Him to protect him from 
giving occasion to the enemy to blaspheme. 

One may be in prosperity, and I see the world 
creeping in, and going along with him; I go to 
the Lord, and say, "My brother is in slippery 
ground ; take caxe of him.'* . 

This is the way in which the Lord knits hearts 
together in union. May the Lord give me that 
man as my friend, who exhibits love like this. Oh, 
that there were less of speaking to others of the 
faults and failings of one another ! 

We have specimens of earnest intercessory prayer 
in 2 Cor. i. 10, 11. " God, who delivered us from 
so great a death, and doth deliver, in whom we trust 
that He will yet deliver us : ye also helping together 
by prayer for us, that for the gift bestowed upon 
us, by the means of many persons, thanks may 
be given by many on our behalf." "I thank 
God, whom I serve from my forefathers, with 
a pure conscience, that, without ceasing, I have 
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remembrance of thee in my prayers night and day." 
—2 Tim. i. 3 ; Col. L 9. 

In Acts xii., there is recorded a remarkable 
instance of the eflBcacy of intercessory prayer ; when 
Peter was kept in prison, and prayer was made 
without ceasing of the Church, unto God for him, 
now that the Angel of the Lord was sent for his 
deliverance, and his chains fell off from his hands. 
God is as able for all this now as he was then — 
the eflBcacy of prayer is not lessened. 

It was the Lord's purpose to accomplish these 
things, therefore He sent His people to pray for 
one another. In Jeremiah xxxviii., we read how 
that he was cast into a dungeon ; that Ebed-meleoh, 
the Ethiopian, spake unto the king for hinj, and he 
was delivered out of it. There has been many a 
Jeremiah put into a dungeon, for whom there has 
been one to intercede with the King of kings, who 
has eflfected deliverance for a brother in bondage. 

The Lord's people would be comforted under 
trial did they know that any were busied in prayer 
for them. — Some who say that they cannot be useful 
to anybody would be most useful were they to 
employ themselves in intercessory prayer. 

We turn you to that intercession which never 
flags, nor is weary. My soul often rests on that 
little word for comfort : " Satan hath desired to 
have you that he may sift you as wheat; but I 
have prayed for thee that thy faith fail not." 
Peter knew nothing of the battery that Satan was 
raising against him, in order to assault hi& ^<^^aL\ 
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but JesuB knew it. When I contemplate the 
machinations of the Wicked one, of which my soul 
knows nothing, I take comfort in the thought that 
there is one who sees and watches over His poor 
people that their faith fail not ; but that they may 
be kept looking to Christ. "I pray for them; I 
pray not for the world, but for them which thou 
hast given me, for they are thine." — John xvii. 9. 
Judge yourselves : are you of the world or of Christ ? 
The Lord puts His people into a family, of which 
aU are brethren. They have vast riches, all praying 
for one another, that the vast riches that are laid 
up in Christ may be showered down upon their 
brethren. That is a wonderful word in the Scrip- 
ture, which "is written in Mark x. 29, 30 : " Verily, 
I say unto you, there is no man that hath left 
house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, 
or wife, or children, or lands for my sake and the 
Q-ospel's, but- he shall receive an hundred fold 
now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, 
and mothers, and children, and lands, with perse- 
cutions ; and in thfe world to come, eternal life." 
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DISCOUKSE XIX. 



Ephesians vi. 19. 

^^ And for me, that utterance may be given imto me, that 
I may open my moiitii boldly, to make known the mystery 
of the gospel." 

The most important part of a Christian's life is 
prayer. Our subject this day is the desire of Paul, 
that his Ephesian brethren might pray for him, on 
whom so great an office as the ministry was con- 
ferred. There is great stress laid on this work of 
Christian love in the New Testament. Ministers, 
on whom large influences of the Spirit had been 
shed, urge upon their brethren constant, earnest 
prayer for them. This is a subject of the deepest 
interest to me, as also to yourselves. 

The work which was committed to Paul was to 
testify the Gospel: "The ministry which I have 
received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of 
the grace of God." — ^Acts xx. 24. He could do 
no more — ^he could not convert or make the word 
effectual. Ministers are nothing but witnesses, to 
deliver their Master's message. It rests with the 
Master to do as He pleases. 

Preaching the gospel is the Lord's appointed 
means for doing good to men's souls. It has been 
always Satan's point of attack — ^he cannot bear the 
preaching of the word. It is not by remarkable 
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eloquence in preaching that God works good. He 
is often pleased to confound that, and to take the 
faithful, plain testimony of Christ, and make it 
effectual to the shaking of great minds, and to the 
bringing them to the mighty knowledge of God in 
Christ, as a Father and a Saviour. 

It has ever been Satan's object to depreciate 
preaching if he cannot smother it. There will be a 
day when there will be a famine of the word — ^the 
enemy is at work to hinder the preaching of it in 
the present day. It is objected, that the object of 
preaching was only to evangelise the world ; but a 
preacher is to make known the ministry of Christ to 
those also who make a profession of Christianity, but 
who are destitute of its power. Preaching is not 
merely to evangelise men, but to establish and build 
up in the faith of the gospel. In Eph. iv. 11-13, 
there is a sketch of this miiiistry, telling where- 
fore this ministry was appointed : " He gave some 
apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, 
and some pastors and teachers, for the perfecting of 
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edi- 
fying of the body of Christ,'* &c. 

The word of the gospel is the only instrument 
that God uses to convert souls. The thunders of 
Sinai would never bring a man to God — the law 
steels the heart against Him — ^the only instrument 
of building up souls is this same gospel. There is 
much stress laid on this subject in the epistles. In 
Itom. xvi. 25, 26, it is called the mystery of the 
gospel: **Now to him that is of power to staUiah 
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you according to my gospel, and the preaching of 
Jesus Christ according to the revelation of the 
mystery, which was kept secret since the world 
began, but now is made manifest, and by the 
scriptures of the prophets, according to the com- 
mandment of the everlasting God, made knowii to 
all nations for the obedience of faith." A mystery 
is not a thing to be covered up, but to be revealed 
by Q-od Himself alone. 

Paul desires utterance and boldness, that a word 
may be given to him. This comprehends all that 
ability which a minister needs, to speak the truth, as 
to opportunity, knowledge, and experience of the 
mystery of Christ in his own soul — speech, to be 
enabled to give forth with some ease and liberty, 
with clearness of utterance, this mystery, that there 
be no indistinctness in the soimd of the gospel 
trumpet. 

If there be one thing that God's servants ought 
to seek more than another, it is to speak with such 
distinctness the truths of the gospel, that there may 
be no mistaking him, but that all may understand 
him. Woe to that minister who does not make it 
plain ! — ^who does not make the people understand 
what he is about ! 

In 2 Tim. ii. 16, Paul exhorts Timothy on the 
matter of making known the word : " Study to show 
thyself approved imto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth." 

*^ Boldness " denotes the highest oourage^ wlddL 
is moral courage. Many a insKH ^sds^ ^^udsA *^ "^^ 4 
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shot at who has not the courage to confess Christ. 
Courage enables a man to stand steady, and to go 
on from day to day — ^to stem alone, the flowing 
current of iniquity — to plant his foot on the world, 
and to say to it, " This is Christ's world, and not 
yours." 

Then our office is to raise such a high standard of 
gospel principle as will grapple with all the corrup- 
tions of the heart. The truths of the gospel are 
offensive. A minister ought not to allow them to be 
debated, but should demand submission to the truth 
of his message. 

When he plants his foot on all the preconceived 
notions of religion, he takes up an offensive position ; 
when he tramples on the righteousness of man, and 
tells the moral man, that if ever he is saved it must 
be by the blood of Christ, and nothing else — ^when 
he tells the Pharisee that his morality can do no 
more for him than his sins. 

The Gospel goes into the chambers of a man's 
heart, and tells him that whatever " is highly es- 
teemed among men is abomination in the sight of 
God " — ^that his goodness and moralities have no- 
thing to do with his salvation ; but the Gospel tells 
that, " except a man be bom again he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God." The Gospel searches the 
motives and principles of men's hearts, and drags 
out the thoughts. 

When we say that it is of God's sovereignty to 
save whom He will, that he takes the unworthy 
sinner — these truths are unpalatable to men. 
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The source whence Paul sought these gifts — " By 
the grace of God, I am what I am." — 1 Cor. 15. 

Throughout the whole of the Christian's course, 
he is learning that he has no supplies in himself 
hut that " every good gift is from above.'* Having 
supplies out of the fulness of Christ, is the secret 
spring of his diligence and cheerfulness. 

There is a mutual benefit in praying for the 
minister. It is God's will and appointment that 
the minister should have a praying people, although 
all dependence is not on him, but on God. But 
they are not to seek to draw supplies from the poor 
empty vessel ; for " we are men of like passions 
with yourselves." 

Consider our weakness, poverty, temptations, 
duties — the great work that devolves upon us — 
what we have to grapple with from day to day — 
ignorance, prejudice, opposition to the truth of 
Christ — dead assent to all that we say — the echo- 
ing what we say, when there is nothing of the 
life or principle of the Holy Spirit. We have to 
minister to all classes and circumstances. Where 
are we to get power at the dying bed, to tell the 
dying sinner, as he prays in his ignorance, to take 
the cup of the Lord's mercy — to speak of Christ 
to the sinking soul ? How are we to meet all these 
duties, but in the mighty power of God ? 

We need to ask the prayers of you who know 
how to pray. Christ is glorified through the in- 
strumentality of the minister when souls are brought 
to the knowledge of the truth and are oony^s^w^* 



